
Head Teacher Weekly Update 09.01.26 

Happy New Year! 

It has been wonderful to welcome all our pupils back this week after the holidays. I hope you 

all had a restful break. This is a busy newsletter as we start the new term, including updates 

on course choice information. 

What's happening this week: 

• S5 and S6 prelims started today.  

• Assemblies about Boroughmuir pledges and our celebration and tracking of wider 

achievement. 

• Preparation for S4 parents evening, Wednesday 14th January 

 

Whole School Expectations 

A new calendar year is a helpful time to revisit our expectations with our pupils. All 

classrooms have posters displayed regarding this. 

Mobile phones - should not be seen at all during learning time, including form time. Many 

thanks for your support with this in your discussions at home. Discussing where in their bag 

they will store their phone, if they chose to bring it to school, is helpful. Our tech-free 

Tuesday lunchtimes are going well. Many thanks to those who have already donated spare 

card games from home. Increasingly, more young people are bringing in their own games to 

play, which is great. 

Late to school without a reason - just a reminder that detentions have moved from 

lunchtime to after school to help support young people with this important skill for life and 

work. 

Uniform - many thanks for your continued support with this. It makes such a difference. 

Please remember that if any young person arrives in school not in a plain black jumper or a 

school hoodie, we will support them by offering them a school hoodie to wear from the 

office. We do not want anyone to be cold.  

 

Course Choices for 2026-‘27 

Over the next few weeks we will be discussing course choice options for pupils moving from 

S2 to S3, S4 to S5 and S5 to S6 



Course information will be found on the school website Curriculum Pathways – 

Boroughmuir High School.  This is a new part to the website and will be updated 

periodically. 

All course choices are required in 6 weeks, by the end of the February Holidays.     

S4 to S5 and S5 to S6 Course Choices 

Further information can be found here.  This information will also be shared via school 

assemblies, pupils’ Year Group Teams page and through discussions with their subject 

teachers and Guidance teachers.   

There is an in-school Parent’s Information Evening this Thursday, 23rd January.  S4 to S5 

pupils – starting at 6.30pm and S5 to S6 pupils – starting at 7.30pm 

Your child will be provided with login details to enter course choices via a website 

https://www.studentoptions.co/Senior-BOR/.   Subjects should be selected in preference 

order and also two reserve subjects are required.    

Further information about applications for Edinburgh College part-time courses (SCP) can be 

found here. 

All course choices are required in 6 weeks, by the end of the February Holidays.     

S2 to S3 Course Choices 

Further information can be found in the S2 to S3 Information sheet found here 

The S2 Course Choice Information Evening will be on Wednesday 29th January.  This is split 

into 2 parts:   

Part 1 Subject Marketplace (Atrium) from 6.30-7.30pm;  Part 2 Parent and Carer 

Presentation (Assembly Hall) 7.30-8pm   

We request that pupils do not attend the Parent and Carer Presentation due capacity limits 

within the Assembly Hall.   They are welcome to wait in the Atrium. 

A further school report will be provided prior to the information evening.  

Course information will be shared via Assemblies, in discussions with PSE/Guidance teachers 

and class teachers.   Information will also be added to their S2 Year Group Teams page 

Choices are entered using the website https://www.studentoptions.co/S2-BOR/.  Individual 

login details will be provided for this.  

All course choices are required in 6 weeks, by the end of the February Holidays.     

 

Message about college applications 

https://boroughmuirhighschool.org/curriculum-pathways/
https://boroughmuirhighschool.org/curriculum-pathways/
https://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/S4-to-S5-and-S5-to-S6-Course-Choice-Information-2026-27-update-6.1.26.pdf
https://links.uk.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=65a8f8fb4b779dd2efbc427f&Domain=ea.edin.sch.uk&Lang=en&Base64Url=eNodVOWutEgQfaL7XVw22WxwhsEd_mxwl0EGefptNiHdVHXJySmpt23-6_e3b8buT7VM-5wlfZ_0xbL9yabht19_s77Jun_2efxb3HLhNDeTYX4Q9pyhGhvteYS7-1Uku6JlgY6BBzXrKTy3fhBRpRl7XC7V0oG6sQ4cXIG6gtPBcJIRPz34ldTN8-f1myHjHhXrTupYiZwzWuVNeZt8SnBPNj3abboae49hlxC5_MCjOJS-XdTIRJDp7Xu2_wbmA5VniBDnHColcmFPSU2YGTUEnkBqZmdRmhxOHK4RGC8gfCenRWqA6PPov-HL44eJUqyLfSPJxnEniCtlBSVOD_pH8K3WQBTHbHf84k59XZROSZbO5t4pTweT_XW0O7fMUxxD4BKLsDZRhqDTyPSmHVwNB6BNBLMdX67Dk0gRRYwJgJidW9pMrh-WrEGMmoR47L-kmdh8paF3h9CA2-EN9vwlzBrBSUmbYJFFJApg8qFDRYTaiFhKfcJz0g206LllengV3o6fxnsNGPchmnC2GSPrvonvPrwushgLauiQOCFczdZwjBBM9sAjmuc_nlDHmb7ILPB7ieda5ZoudUUZEUv7lUMagyqKNL-DkFBuGGC4EfIbDTdCBYorYlcjy6OE9i_gDWTk2iaz5yMgeUA0U2tfB5TeyIXi5qBe2W-MaIdLY81hu2VByfz5lVqZKdUreLFIsRrKOUFWql35sfgZp1qN-OJtGpaIAVFgqmeLgL7LEg1xugZJzMx8TpdNyLZ0TeyQcUyPE6D7dtzXItVLY0n8lJLpPqYOnWqnqJkIL0_Akpg2_d1kbWjthRXhamds1IBwX8I6-zeaTt839FDi0jx8thD3aTKRJtu3HDe54EZjaQk9pV-gujswI_xY-MCtpIdHdUy9EvX2vmcdlG0VFXXlwtt1cjA_KA8-zjHwfytHLBsn2uaHpqhGiIc9voe8ie68TkhLY8--ZU0GILi_CtFH4oW9KWXx6VVbF08M0Z9OFcuXclotQ4xeUgDbSlzfjXxBb_AWoWpPuc2Z9oMUU5H-7dNPVBgbyrKo__he24FAC9w1qNLmgWF5cd-VQ3bjMpLqKzbUlUtFAe3cqosVYX40E1NXULpn4aFNo6KEEbzBiLFDO-bITpeN0rbrH0YBYyQqinxC3ZGA1mXryDBUEvS8GfjKe1DL1_8Vwm_-U91DnhAxNK8W35vi4N5EGcqNdMA0FveeAgxd3HAm-HyB6Wcjd0NTjiu58Bq59qPEEza9rjVJmA7mzjttjQ8mZjLnkAACZ9Ym4JVdDmohCWoRlnD_rEIMVtezSV5gXpe8hdyFR_PtePaZCE8qnohxpzkKbZnauBf0zXlDHWNiH2Crls4QKWBC-wyqVlWf43pACXNUOx0o7X9-Brye
https://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/School-College-Partnership-2026-27-BHS-amended-.xlsxor
https://boroughmuirhighschool.org/curriculum-pathways/
https://links.uk.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=65a8efdd1b265fd8609022f3&Domain=ea.edin.sch.uk&Lang=en&Base64Url=eNoVTtmSokAQ_CJH7EZoNmJjQ1YOAWFA7pcNaDlamlNA9Ou356UyqzIrMut5Hn7t95R0zVc19cuAM0ozWkzzF-7bPX3uMSW4-bMM3W93cmQD40w8uwO--2u6aia6H2fusfWv7GKlcEzxA2Y86qn7AUBLd0DlVN2jJExdLTqyFRm--K-6qSW5JfPADt9JDQSG4Ey5oJeaoFHy0lnwWtZitANy-FSSUTsrCyl1dWNGz1Y3HtiEUbW8GJv7OAldkBXMW6lPk-hvzmRaAi2KfLLltNVSlNgrzcekcGYoyzD8-X3PL8BNh4ZA43GPHDdIaVO2-HPUQW4_-baufJRE0u1j-XwR31-kP9UV3MQqe2k1n4-X_sJliWKEsEmMa_UQuuKnnYiu9dPpXNkL20A5Z1B2hBYjwW0aJM26YfNmqCTFFQF9S7Z5XVtWXFhPlSbwdCqURpS4w5FPv1_18jYfla7nBTEP92FyUj-ggHJEtoVhSbFV6GXMIkWzZHNKK48BzGLOI6dr_tnorVuGzBraUNAUKQ7_Mnn8vHWWJ-ZWFx8FZOetfLMlI8-0M4pVzSvHHAlm8olW6-jZgrwu-Op3VTViAA8pp0oRAJwv62poxv1w2cHzf_GyvDU%3D


For any young person about to go into S5 or S6 who would like to study at Edinburgh college 

as part of their school week in S5/6 or for anyone intending to leave school and apply for 

college, applications for course open on Tuesday 13th January.  Open days for Edinburgh 

college are being held week beginning 2 February, further information can be found here 

 

Class Charts 

We are starting work on rolling out a new platform across the school to enhance our 

communication with parents and carers. This has been used very successfully in other 

schools. I shared this at the last Parent Council. It is a platform which provides an efficient 

way of enhancing parental engagement and allows us to actively celebrate success. More 

information will be shared as we proceed on our implementation journey, but if your child 

starts to talk about being awarded greens and reds during the day, this is what they are 

referring to. In the meantime, if there are any concerns that year heads or guidance teachers 

feel you need to know about, they will continue to contact you via email and telephone. 

 

Boroughmuir Chronicle 

The latest Winter edition just missed my last newsletter. Please find the link below. I always 

enjoy the variety of the pieces, in addition to the quality of the writing and pupil leadership 

in editing, supported by Mr MacPherson 

 

Silver Duke of Edinburgh 

The Silver Duke of Edinburgh group run by volunteers and parents has now started. 

The meetings are on Tuesday at 7 pm in room 1.01 at Boroughmuir High school. 

The new term restarts on Tuesday 13th January. 

  

 

The Boroughmuir Chronicle  

St Andrew’s Day 

Go to this 

Sway  

 

https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/news-and-events/events/open-days-february-2026
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/UyBO1bROKpgbw0Rm?ref=email&loc=play
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/UyBO1bROKpgbw0Rm?ref=email&loc=play
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/UyBO1bROKpgbw0Rm?ref=email&loc=play


If there are any parents who would like to volunteer, or other students who would like to 

join, see Mr Hayes 

Gold will restart after the prelims at the same time. 

Damian Hayes 

Depute Headteacher 

 

Staffing news 

• Welcome to Kate Fletcher, who has joined Boroughmuir this week as our new HFT 

technician. 

• Aileen Robb will be returning to school next week, following her maternity leave. 

• We say farewell to Rachel Laird this week. We all wish her well as she heads off to 

Graeme High School.  

 

Pupil Success - updates from parents, carers and coaches.  

During 2024, at the age of 13, Matthew Esser (S4) published a book on Amazon. Now, 2 

years later, he published the second one, a novel! 

The first book provides a detailed discussion of a fictional nation. By relying on real world 

concepts, he created this nation with its own flag, anthem, language, measurement system, 

religion, detailed maps of the various regions and much more. This first book provides the 

reader with a journey into this new world with detailed imagination, it is written in the form 

of an information book. The second one is a novel based on the life and intricate story of the 

main character, Myfrang. 

 

Link to book 1: https://amzn.eu/d/08eDPQp 

  

Link to book 2: https://amzn.eu/d/7BDz0KM 

  

Book also on Kindle: https://amzn.eu/d/9PHbRqc 

  

 

https://amzn.eu/d/08eDPQp
https://amzn.eu/d/7BDz0KM
https://amzn.eu/d/9PHbRqc


 

Former Pupils Burns Supper, supported by the Parent Council and School 

Sadly, this event has been cancelled. Refunds will be organised by the former pupils 

association for any who had signed up and paid.   

Parent and Carer Information 

Keeping your child safe online: Porn, Nudes and Online Sexual Harm 

Online event - Jan 27 from 7pm to 8pm 

The Lucy Faithful Foundation are delivering an online one-hour session on online sexual 

harm. This is for parents/carers and aimed at sharing practical strategies to keep children 

safe online. Similar sessions delivered this time last year were very popular. Poster attached 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/keeping-your-child-safe-online-porn-nudes-and-online-

sexual-harm-tickets-1979712974800?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&keep_tld=1 

 

Parent Council Corner 

Parent Council Update 

Happy New Year - I hope that you and your families had a relaxing break. 

The attention of the Parent Council now turns to our meeting on 21st January which will 

take place in person in the school. We are waiting on confirmation on which Councillors will 

be attending and I will provide an update on this next week once I have received final 

responses. 

The agenda can be found on our Google Drive here. Please note that the minutes from the 

previous meeting have been embedded in this file.  I have outlined some information on the 

mobile phone consultation below. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/keeping-your-child-safe-online-porn-nudes-and-online-sexual-harm-tickets-1979712974800?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&keep_tld=1
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/keeping-your-child-safe-online-porn-nudes-and-online-sexual-harm-tickets-1979712974800?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&keep_tld=1
https://links.uk.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6960c7b390453ada5da6100a&Domain=ea.edin.sch.uk&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&Base64Url=eNodx0ELgjAUAOB_49E5deqCEUGCRIfAS7cQ30tX6lvbW9C_jzp9fDOzCzshgMaQTkTTgulI6-9xxY0FCKkfbYeHbjp-ivhe-grHQcNFx9e5b0_krgLB8j4GZ8I8eLwtdnsmFC0YKUsliyormypXMldZXedN4tnR3bCPmAT4-wVPFS1g&@OriginalLink=docs.google.com


In order to facilitate an orderly meeting, please can you forward any questions on a) mobile 

phone consultation and b) school roll implications for space in the school to 

chair@boroughmuir-pc.co.uk. Please note that issues with the PC email addresses have now 

been resolved.  

We are also in the early planning stages of planning for the well-loved wine tasting 

fundraising event which we hope to hold in March 2026. However, in order to make this 

happen, we are in need of more active volunteers to help with the planning as well as the 

event itself. If you would like to get involved in this to make sure it happens, please get in 

touch.  

Good luck to all our S5/6s with their prelims in the coming weeks.  

Best wishes 

Karen Galloway 

Interim Chair, Boroughmuir Parent Council 

Parent Council Meetings   

Wednesday 21st January 

2026 

In person 

Wednesday 6th May 2026 In Person in school and Online 

 

Many thanks, 

  

Kate Fraser 

Headteacher 

Boroughmuir High School 

 

 

mailto:chair@boroughmuir-pc.co.uk

