
Boroughmuir High School
S2 Parents’ Information Evening 
January 2025



Our Vision

To ensure a confident, 
nurturing & inclusive 
learning community 
where ALL achieve 
their true potential & 
embrace life’s 
challenges



Head Teacher Welcome

Tracking and Reports Update 
S3 Curriculum
Mathematics and Applications of Maths
How to enter course choices 
SCQF Framework 
 
Questions 

Content 







S2 Progress 
Reports – Course 
Updates

Found here  

https://cec-
boroughmuir.pupiltracking.com/ 

https://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/S2-Progress-Reports-Course-Updates-Jan.-2025-updated-23.1.25.pdf
https://cec-boroughmuir.pupiltracking.com/
https://cec-boroughmuir.pupiltracking.com/




NSI – Next Steps for Improvement 
NSI Key Word & Description NSI Key Word & Description NSI Key Word & Description

Office365 Access online resources more 
consistently e.g. Teams, OneNote, 
BBC Bitesize, ClickView etc

Challenge Challenge yourself to complete 

tasks or to attempt harder tasks

Organise Improve organisation of materials

Revise Regularly review class work (plan 

this once per week for each 

subject)

Classwork Complete classwork to the best of 

your abilities

Engage Engage more in class tasks

Feedback Apply teacher feedback Respect Contribute and interact 

cooperatively with other pupils and 

teachers

Catch-up Keep up to date with classwork, 

especially if you have been absent. 

Talk to your teacher to get help. 
Homework Club  Attend Homework Club to help 

gain confidence with learning 

techniques

Focus Try your best to pay attention and 

listen. Use your focus strategies if 

this is hard. 

Effort Apply your best effort to class and 

homework

Homework Complete homework on time or 

improve the quality of homework

iPad Be prepared with a fully charged 

iPad each day and/or use your iPad 

appropriately

Confidence Have more confidence in your work

Help Ask for help more regularly, 

especially before a deadline

Phone Keep your phone off in your bag 

and on silent

Support Access Study Support for help 

improve your organisation skills
Opinions Support your opinions with 

reasons

Behaviour Stop interrupting / speaking out of 

turn

PE Kit Ensure you have a full change of PE 

kit 
Attendance Improve punctuality and/or 

attendance 

Listen Listen to instructions carefully Deadlines Ensure you meet hand in deadlines

EAL EAL: continue to use strategies for 

acquiring English vocabulary

Strategies Use your strategies to improve your 

focus and commitment in class

Exam Qu’s Practice exam type questions 

SQA Possible change of Working Level 

required

Planning Use time management strategies 

such as calendars, reminders, lists 

to keep on top of your work

Practice More sustained and regular 

practice in sport and music 



Key Dates & Deadlines 

•Course choices requested by the end of the 
February Holidays 16.2.24

•Further questions?  Please send to 
coursechoice@boroughmuir.edin.sch.uk 

mailto:coursechoice@boroughmuir.edin.sch.uk


S2 Year Group Teams Page – see 
Course Choice 2025 Channel



Guidance teachers provide continued help 
and support via PSE, 1:1 and small group 
meetings.  

They work in close partnership with teachers, 
parents/carers and other specialist partner 
agencies. 
• Deliver PSE 

• Review Tracking and Reports

• Lead on pupils' pastoral needs 

• Have an overview of educational needs

• Support attendance and behaviour monitoring  

 

• Support the course choice process!! 

Bruntsfield - Mrs Scherczer
Hartington -   Miss Grant 
Leamington - Miss Nisbet 
Montpellier - Mr Mcllwaine 
Viewforth - Mr Brandie 
Westhall - Mrs Wallace 

Pupil Support – Guidance 



Careers Advice - Our Careers Advisor are Ms Cara Davidson and 
Lesley Robertson appointments can be made by request through the 
Pupil Support Leaders or by email.  

The Careers part of the website contains additional 
information including information as to how our 
subjects departments are developing skills for the 
young workforce. 

My World of Work is a 
key source of careers 
information

Drop in session for S2 pupils 
tomorrow in the library



Course Choice 
Booklet 

Link to the booklet - click 
here!

https://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/S2-to-S3-Course-Choice-Booklet-2025-26-update-17.1.25.pdf
https://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/S2-to-S3-Course-Choice-Booklet-2025-26-update-17.1.25.pdf


Further Course Information? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/
bitesize/levels/z6gw2hv 

https://www.sqa.org.
uk/sqa/45625.html 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z6gw2hv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z6gw2hv
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/45625.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/45625.html


1 ppw 2 ppw 3 ppw 4 ppw

Business  
Education 

Art and Design Physical 
Education 

French or German or 
Mandarin

English

Computing 
Science

Design and 
Engineering

Science Mathematics

Drama HFT

Geography Music

History PSE

Modern Studies RMPS

Curriculum – S2



Core (3ppw) Core 3 x Additional Choices (3ppw)

English or ESOL PE (2ppw) Admin & IT
Art & Design
Biology
Business Management 
Chemistry 
Computing Science
Design & Manufact.
Drama
Economics
Engineering Science
French
Geography
German
Graphic Communication

History
Media Studies
Modern Studies 
Music
Music Technology
Photography NPA
Physical Education
Physics
Practical Cookery
Practical Woodwork
RMPS
Spanish

Maths or Applications of 
Maths 

PSE (1ppw)

Modern Languages French, 
German, Mandarin, 
Languages for Life & Work

HWB (1ppw)

Science Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics or Science & Health 
/King’s Trust Award

Social Subjects Geography, 
History, Modern Studies, 
Economics, RMPS

S3 Curriculum Summary



Choice Curricular Area Subjects Available
1 English or ESOL All pupils study English or ESOL 

2 Mathematics or 
Applications of Maths

All pupils study Maths or Applications of Maths

3 Modern Languages Pupils will choose either to: 
Continue with their current Modern Language 
Or
Modern Languages for Life and Work (Levels 3/4)

4 Social Studies Choose one from the following: 
Geography 
History
Modern Studies
RMPS
Economics (N5 level only)

5 Sciences Choose one from the following: 
Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Science & Health (National 4) and King’s Trust Award 



Choice Curricular Area Subjects Available

6,7,8 Expressive Arts 
HWB
Modern languages
Sciences 
Social Studies
Technologies
Religious & Moral 
Education 

Choose three subjects in 
preference order: 
Administration and IT 
Art & Design 
Biology 
Business Management
Computing Science
Chemistry 
Drama
Design & Manufacture
Economics
Engineering Science 
French
Geography 
German

Graphic Communication
History
Health & Food Technology (HFT)
History 
Media Studies
Modern Studies
Music
Music Technology 
Photography NPA
Physical Education
Physics
Practical Cookery
Practical Woodwork 
RMPS 
Spanish 

Reserve 
choices
(R & S) 

Choose two further 
subjects 

Choose two reserve subjects in preference order.
- The first reserve subject = R
- The second reserve subject = S



S2 Course S3 Options S2 Course S3 Options

Business 
Management 

Admin and IT Music Music

Business Management Music Technology 

Economics

Craft and Design Design and Manufacture Science Biology 

Chemistry 
Engineering Science

Graphic Communication Physics

Practical Woodworking Other new course 
options 

Media Studies 

Home Economics Health and Food 
Technology (HFT)

Spanish

Practical Cookery Photography NPA



Employability Focussed Courses

Over the last few years we have been developing opportunities to 

provide more vocational skills for a limited number of pupils in 

S3.  

These courses are currently being delivered within: 

- Science & Health Level 3/4. 

- Modern Languages for Life Level 3/4



The King’s Trust Achieve 

Awards

(formally Princes’ Trust)

- Focus on personal development 

and employability Skills 

- Opportunity to work with a 

Prince’s Trust Business Mentor

- Develop their English and 

mathematics skills within a 

practical, relevant context

- Delivered with The Prince’s 

Trust Award

- Boroughmuir High School is 

one of the few schools 

accredited to deliver this 

qualification. 

- The Award in Barista Skills at 

SCQF level 5 will develop the 

knowledge, understanding and 

technical skills.



• Student run barista project

• SQA Personal Development and Employability 
Qualification & N5 Barrista skills)

• Develops employment skills, focuses on sustainable 
working, sustainable products Project has won the 
Princes Trust Scotland Community Impact and 
Education Achiever award & will now be a finalist for 
the national awards, later in the year. ( National TV?, 
The King?, Ant & Dec?)

(SDG 12-
Responsible 
Consumption and 
Production)



S2 S3/4 Subject Options S5 Subject Pathway

Art Art & Design Art & Design
Photography

Business Business Management
Economics
Admin & IT 

Business Management
Economics 
Admin & IT 

Craft and 
Design

Design and Manufacture
Engineering Science
Graphic Communication
Woodworking N4/5, N5 

Graphic Communication
Design and Manufacture
Woodworking 
Furniture Making 

Computing Computing Science Computing Science
Computer Games Development
Digital Media
Data Science 

Drama Drama Drama

English English
Media Studies

English
Media Studies 
Film and Media 

Home 
Economics 

Practical Cookery
Health & Food Technology 

Practical Cookery 
Health & Food Technology 
Hospitality 

Subject S3/4 Subject Options S5 Subject Pathway

Maths Mathematics 
Applications of Maths 

Mathematics (N5 or H)
Applications of Maths (N5 or H)

Modern 
Languages 

French
German
Language for Life (N3/4)
Mandarin
Spanish

French
German
Language for Life (N5)
Mandarin
Spanish

Music Music
Music Technology

Music

Physical 
Education 

Physical Education PE 
Sport & Exercise Leadership

Science Biology

Science & Health
Chemistry 
Physics 

Biology
Human Biology 

Chemistry 
Physics 

Social 
Subjects

Geography
History
Modern Studies
RMPS

Geography
History
Modern Studies
RMPS
Philosophy 



In addition to 8 subjects, the S3 curriculum contains: 

1. Core PE as a double period

2. Personal and Social Education (PSE) taught by the 
Head of House / Pupil Support Guidance teacher.  
1 period per week

3. Health and Wellbeing & Wider Achievement 
Awards
1 period per week
Spread over S3 and S4 
SQA Wellbeing Awards 



For pupils who speak English as a second or other language 

and have been receiving English as an Additional Language 

(EAL) or receive support with their school education. 

ESOL courses are not appropriate for learners whose first 

language is English, or most pupils who don’t need EAL or 

ESOL support in their learning. 

Guidance Teachers will discuss this with families. Further 

advice is found here.

English for Speakers of 
Other Languages

Continue to develop literacy skills - to understand, 

analyse and evaluate a range of texts, including 

Scottish texts, in the contexts of literature, language 

and media.   

The Course also enables learners to create and 

produce texts and to apply their knowledge and 

understanding of language.

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/nq-2024-who-is-esol-for.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/nq-2024-who-is-esol-for.pdf


Maths Pathways 
in S3 and 
Beyond

There are two  
pathways in S3 & S4

Aims 
1) All pupils achieve 

their potential
2) Gain the highest 

level possible by 
the end of S4, S5 
or S6 



S1 BGE CfE Level 3/4

Continue with CfE Level 3/4 and ... (one of the above)

Prep for N5 

Maths in S4

Prep for N5 

Applications in S4

Prep for N3/N4 

Applications in S4

Maths Path

National 5 Applications 

of Maths Target

National 3/4 

Applications of Maths 

Target

Previously...

Now 

Recommending

National 4 Maths*

National 5 Maths 

Target

Maths Paths
S1-S4 AT BHS

S2

S4

S3





Can I Change My Mind?

National 5 Maths 

Target

National 5 

Applications of 

Maths Target

Deadline: December S3

Deadline: October S3

Maths Paths
S1-S4 AT BHS



AH

Mechanics

AH

Maths

Higher

Maths

HIGHER

Applications of Maths

NAT 5 

Applications of Maths

AH

Statistics

NAT 4 

Applications of Maths

NAT 5

Maths

NAT 4

Maths

Engineering

Astronomy

Physics...

Finance

Sound Engineering

Computer Science

STEM

Medicine

Economics

Computer Science

Investment Analysis

Law

Business

Architecture

Project Management

(Medicine)

*University and college course requirements differ by institution - and are 

changing!

Maths Paths
S1-S4 AT BHS



National 5 Applications of Mathematics



National 5 Mathematics



Higher Applications of Mathematics



Higher Mathematics



Advanced Higher Statistics



Course choices are entered online 
www.studentoptions.co/S2-BOR/

http://www.studentoptions.co/S2-BOR/index.php


• TOOLS = TimeTabler Options On-Line System

• Login details issued in PSE

Also available is the 

• Course Choice Booklet 

• Website Help Guide

• https://www.studentoptions.co/S2-BOR 

https://www.studentoptions.co/S2-BOR


Keep your 
login details 

safe and 
secure













Remember to click 
Submit &  

…there’s two more 
steps to go!







National Progression Awards (NPA) 
Scottish Credit and Qualifications 
Framework (SCQF)

SCQF compares Scottish qualifications and shows how 
qualifications relate to each other.  Each qualification has a level 
and a number of credit points. 

We offer a range of SCQF courses at equivalent levels:  

 SQA National 4 & NPA Level 4  

 SQA National 5 & NPA Level 5

 SQA Higher & NPA Level 6 (S5 and S5 only)

NPA courses do not have a final written exam in S4

https://scqf.org.uk/about-the-framework/


Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 Level 7

Standard Grade 
(SG) Foundation 

SG General, 
Intermediate 1

O Grade, SG 
Credit, Int 2

Higher CSYS, A-Level

Increasing challenge



Targets for S4



Pupils aim to achieve a qualification in each subject in S4. 
All pupils remain in their subjects for S3 and S4. 
Pathways in S4:  
- National 5  (final exam, graded A-D)
- National 4 or National 3  (no final exam, pass or fail)

Where evidence suggests a N5 award (grade A-D) is unlikely: 
- Pupils may be advised to complete the National 4 course award and/or 
- Level 5 course Unit assessments to completing the N5 course 

assessments

Do ALL pupils complete 8 x National 5 exams? 
No, and this is normal and okay! 

Exam Entry Levels at National 3,4,5?   



The final level based on their progress, with some final decisions
 taken after the S4 Prelims (Nov. 2024).

General criteria for National 5 in S4: 
- Achieved close to a Grade D (or better) in S4 prelims 
- Passed N5 class assessments to date
- Progress & Effort is Meeting Expectations
- Commitment necessary to achieve an award at National 5 in relation to 

attendance and punctuality 

Course entry levels and decision will be: 
- Indicated on Tracking Reports 
- Discussed with the pupil and parent/carers in S3 and S4  

Exam Entry Levels at National 3,4,5?   



Questions 
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