
 

 

 

BOROUGHMUIR HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Safe Return to School – Information 

18th December 2020 

Happy Holidays 

I wish you all a very well deserved Christmas holiday. 

School closes for all at 12.00 midday on Tuesday 22nd December and re-opens for pupils at 8.32am 

on Wednesday 6th January.  Staff have an in-service day on 5th January. 

 

“Boroughmuir Engages” – Sway presentation 

https://sway.office.com/AczylDN18QEJQXMM?ref=Link 

This is our first Boroughmuir Engages Newsletter done in Microsoft Sway. 

It provides a hugely impressive overview of some of the great things that happen in Boroughmuir. 

Thank you to Mr Fraser Boyd who produced this for us. 

 

Period for Self-Isolation 

The government have recently announced a reduction in the time people need to self isolate for. 

The reduction is from 14 days to 10 days and this change took effect from last weekend shortening 

all self isolation periods by 4 days. 

Close Contact Records 

All pupils, and staff, are being asked to record their close contacts over the last 4 days at school. This 

is to allow any contact tracing to be done during the holidays without the need for input from school 

staff. Pupils will have a close contact record sheet which they should keep safe in case it is called on 

in the early part of the holiday. 

S4 Reports 

We have taken the decision to delay the issuing of S4 Progress Reports until the week beginning 

January 4th 2021. 

We have taken this decision for a number of reasons but primarily for the reason that we feel a 

delay will be beneficial for staff and pupils’ health and wellbeing.  Staff and pupils have been working 

very hard in very difficult circumstances.  We believe that the issuing of the reports at this time in 

the run up to the holidays will generate significant additional work for all involved and for that 

reason we will delay their issue. 

https://sway.office.com/AczylDN18QEJQXMM?ref=Link


Please note that the S4 Parents’ Evening has been moved back to Thursday 28th January 2021 so we 

will have plenty of time to deal with issues that arise from reports. In the week beginning January 4th 

2021 the reports will be emailed home and we will also issue black and white paper copies to pupils. 

Thank you for your understanding in this matter. 

 

11th December 2020 

Cancellation of Higher/ Advanced Higher exams 

The government announced on Tuesday 8th December that this year’s Higher and Advanced Higher 

exam diet is to be cancelled. With the National 5 diet already having been cancelled this puts an 

enormous load on schools to organise and deliver suitable assessments and then to subsequently 

generate grades from this assessment evidence. 

We are awaiting guidance from the SQA and the City before we issue any specific detail to pupils or 

parents. 

S5/6 prelims will go ahead as planned (commencing 15/1) as they feed into the published parents’ 

night programme. 

Christmas Track and Trace arrangements. 

So that school and City staff are not involved in any track and trace work over the school holidays all 

pupils will be asked to complete a close contact record sheet for the last 4 days of school. This will 

allow NHS staff to ascertain close contacts directly from any positive Covid pupils themselves 

without the need for school or City staff being involved. 

Before the holiday starts all pupils will bring home a completed Close Contact record sheet  

Christmas jumper day  

Friday 18 December is our Christmas jumper day for all pupils and staff. The chosen charity is Save 

the Children and the suggested donation is £2.  Donations can be made via ParentPay next week. 

Christmas Panto 

S1 and S2 pupils will be going to the Panto! Oh yes they will! All S1 and S2 pupils will be treated to an 

on-line panto extravaganza during English periods this week. Enjoy. 

Dress Code  

Unfortunately, whilst our indoor PE spaces are open, the Scottish Government guidance remains 

that changing rooms are not to be used.  On the days pupils have PE pupils should continue to come 

to school in the recommended PE kit.  

Regular dress code should be worn on all days when pupils do not have PE.   



Dress code information can be found in the Dress Code leaflet which contains general school dress 

code details and also recommended PE kit.   

We would please ask all parents and carers to support us in ensuring that pupils follow these 

arrangements.  We believe dress code brings a sense of belonging and pride in the school.   

Staffing 

Lou Murphy our careers advisor from Skills Development Scotland (SDS) leaves Boroughmuir today. 

Lou has a new job within SDS. 

Lou has been an incredible support to the school over her time here and we wish her all the very 

best in her new role. 

 

4th December 2020 

2020 Sunday Times State School Listings 

You may have seen that the Sunday Times published its annual Parent Power publication last 

Sunday, 29th Nov.  

Boroughmuir High School was listed as the number 2 state school in Scotland. 

The list is based on performance of pupils in the 2019 diet of National 5, Higher and Advanced 

Higher exams.  

This is our highest ever listing and one we are very proud of. 

Recent previous listings were 4th in 2019 and 3rd in 2018. 

Well done to all in our school community for their part in making Boroughmuir the great school it is. 

 

Health and Safety Reminders 

We continue to monitor and support the Health & Safety of all in our building via our staff Health 

and Safety committee.  We have now extended the membership of this group to include 2 S6 pupils 

to represent and communicate on behalf of the pupil body. We believe this will provide an 

important link with our young people to allow mutual support in our efforts around H&S. 

School Calendar – Changes 

We are making some changes to the school calendar. 

• The S4 parents’ evening will be moved back by 2 weeks to Thu 28th Jan 

• The S5/6 prelims will be moved back by 1 week to commence on 15th Jan. 
 

This is shown in the updated school calendar which is on our website 

http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/calendar/action~month/exact_date~1609459200/request_forma

t~json/ 

 

It is also in our Home/ School communication Calendar which is here. 

http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Pupil-Dress-Code-leaflet-270619.pdf
http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/calendar/action~month/exact_date~1609459200/request_format~json/
http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/calendar/action~month/exact_date~1609459200/request_format~json/


 

http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/20.21-TABULAR-Home-School-

Calendar.pdf 

 

 

School Extension 

The school extension project has stated up again with building works due to commence in mid-

February. 

It is a 62 week build and should be complete by May 2022. 

The 12 new classrooms in the extension will house 3 computing rooms, 3 business education rooms, 

3 history rooms and 3 modern studies rooms. 

The re-configuration of teaching spaces within this building will take place over summer 2022 and 

should be ready for start of term in Aug 2022. 

The reconfigured space in this building will provide 2 new science labs, 1 new HFT kitchen, 1 addition 

D&E / school IT suite and 1 other IT suite. It will also create 7 general purpose classrooms.  

Staffing 

Congratulations to Ms Jane Webster, teacher of music, who has been appointed as Principal Teacher 

of music at Glenwood High School in Fife. She will take up post early in the new year. 

Welcome to Mr Graham Harbut, Pupil Support Assistant, who started with us on Monday 30th Nov. 

 

 

Safe Return to School – Information 

27th November 2020 

 

Health and Safety Reminders 

All pupils should regularly hand sanitize using the sanitizer provided. 

Face coverings should be worn by all when moving around the school. 

Face coverings should be worn by S4-6 at all times, including in class. 

Please observe the one-way system. 

Unless part of an organised activity pupils should have left the school building by 3.45pm. 

http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/20.21-TABULAR-Home-School-Calendar.pdf
http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/20.21-TABULAR-Home-School-Calendar.pdf


 

 

 

Digital Learning 

Pupils have received their Glow usernames and passwords today in registration. Glow is Scotland's 

nationally available digital environment and can support learning across the whole curriculum. Glow 

is not just one place or platform, instead it offers a username and password that gives access to a 

number of different web services. One of these web services is e-Sgoil. E-Sgoil is provides real-time, 

interactive study support webinar lesson to help consolidate school-based learning. You can find out 

about e-Sgoil and a timetable of live webinar lessons here: 

http://www.e-sgoil.com/ 

  

Dress Down day 

Thank you to everyone who donated to our dress down day for Children in Need and Young Minds.  

We raised £2340.15 which will be split between the two charities. 

 

 

 

 

20th November 2020 

 

Mental Health Wellbeing 

We are aware that the current pandemic is having an impact on many people’s mental health.  We 

have attached links to a leaflet to offer hints and tips for parents when trying to help their teenagers 

who may be suffering low mood and poorer mental health at the moment.  

There is also a link to a leaflet for pupils. 

Parents Supporting Teenagers with Poor Mental Health   

http://email.groupcallalert.com/ls/click?upn=G5h51KXeZ-2BHqMUpMrIlpfwsSxdHLrGKoD48SI9xgOz0-3DzoQA_YxCxpoge33FNHhRVcK23dzuBIRvEbevGicTRQCO4nVgZ13onXymAnOqZosk7Uilq-2BEgnp6okD9g8TfWSwohz4O0-2BzBVnPBYtmyWG-2FZZOlzF9oxM2QScM1Q-2Bg-2BYt5CwNp-2FJavfs11Y-2Fr41LHcdGp17HsjWoaQPkd9gaQrLDnT64FOuGe-2BAqpBNAgtn3qB8VveAka4KxdbqxACT83zJlEmCcKi-2Bejz-2FrjPFA0fk1LZFTWAFYjUQ5zCOVCCJ14A-2BH9E6vyKFRtdFX6AOf6x-2F7micxKBUG79fodLS3Xda265rd7SzK8e8fy7XcpUrR2TR9W6dei0pBqcd-2Fi7w9Ter81YybTtah2Qq-2FNhWKc5akeycMRrqmDsqGsupJi6fwuZyu8uIddEgq-2FZqcwx4nIWIUkoKw-3D-3D
http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/ParentsSupportingTeenagerswithPoorMentalHealthJB-3.pdf


Mental Health Wellbeing Tips for Teenagers 

 

Tracking and Reporting Update  

Next week we are planning to trial the issuing of reports by email.   Parents and carers of S5 and S6 

pupils and receive an email containing the colour version of the progress report. This includes 

tracking data and teacher comments.  We will also issue a black and white copy to pupils to bring 

home.   

The written report is split into three sections:  

1. Course Content 
2. Individual Progress  
3. Next Steps 

 

Following this trial, we hope to issue S2 tracking by email the week beginning Dec. 7th 2020.   

We hope this will not only save costs on colour printing costs but will ensure speedy and guaranteed 

delivery of reports to parents. 

  

Mr Dempster. 

 

Safe Return to School – Information 

13th November 2020 

Health and safety 

Senior pupils, S4-S6: 

• Must wear face coverings when in class at all times 

• Must wear face coverings when moving around the building 

 

In Boroughmuir S6 pupils have “free” periods when they can study.  

These periods should not be treated as social periods, rather study periods, and are 

therefore subject to the same protocols as a classroom environment.   

For consistency and enhanced safety we are asking that these protocols are also applied at 

lunchtime for S6 pupils 

During these ‘free’ periods and at lunch and break time, whether in the atrium or in other 

areas around the school S6 pupil must:- 

http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/MentalHealthWellbeingTipsforTeenagersJB.pdf


• Wear a face covering at all times 

• Exercise reasonable social distancing  

• Do not overcrowd around a table i.e. no more than six people around a large table 

or four people around a small table 

• Do not use the seats directly adjacent to the English classroom doors 

• Please only eat when you are seated, not when moving around the building 
 

After School Clubs / activities 

After school clubs and activities that are organised and run by school staff will be starting up over 

the next few weeks. Pupil numbers will be restricted to 15 or under and pupils will have to remain in 

year group bubbles, but this is a positive move towards getting all clubs and activities re-started. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th November 2020 

Health & safety 

The guidance, which outlines additional protection measures at all five levels in the Strategic 
Framework, came into force on Monday 2 November. 
 
Across all levels, face coverings should be worn by adults at all times where they cannot keep two 
metres from other adults and/or children and young people in primary and secondary schools (with 
some exceptions in P1-2). Face coverings should also be worn by parents and other visitors to any 
school site (whether entering the building or otherwise), including parents at drop-off and pick-up. 
 
In local authority areas in Levels 3 and 4, pupils in the senior phase (S4-6) and their teachers should 
wear face coverings in classrooms, as well as when they are moving around the school and in 
communal areas. 

PE 

The Scottish Govt. have now lifted some restrictions on PE. Indoor PE will therefore resume on 
Tuesday 10th Nov. Changing rooms cannot yet be used so pupils should still come to school in PE kit 
on the days they have PE. 



Family Support 
 
Edinburgh’s Children’s Partnership is eager to hear the views of Parents and Carers across 
Edinburgh. If you are a Parent or Carer and live in Edinburgh we would like to hear how you coped 
during the initial COVID-19 lockdown period and how we can best respond to any new and existing 
needs that you may have. By completing this survey you will help to shape future of Family Support 
Services across the city.  We would be very grateful if you could complete the survey before Friday 
the 20th of November. 

S4 Prelims 

Our S4 prelims start today (6th Nov). Due to restrictions It is a slightly reduced diet, but we are 
confident all pupils will get a proper exam experience that will allow them to demonstrate their 
abilities in their subjects. I wish all our S4 good luck. 

S1 parents Evening 

Our first video streamed on-line parents evening takes place this coming Wednesday, 11th 
November. S1 parents have received technical support information and details on how to book. We 
are confident that the system will operate as planned although like any new system there may be 
some teething problems on the night. 

Dress Down Day – Friday 13th November. 

Fri 13th is our annual dress down day. This year donations will be shared between Children in Need 
and school chosen Scottish charity Young Minds 

Contributions can be made via parent pay. 

New School – post occupancy survey 

An architect’s company is completing the last piece of the Post Occupancy Evaluation (POE) study of 
the new school. All staff and pupils are being asked to complete a survey.  
Pupil Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KL7JF5C    
 
Consultation on free bus travel for under 19’s in Scotland 

The Scottish Government is consulting on Free Bus Travel for Under 19s and intends to launch a new 

statutory national concessionary travel scheme for young people living in Scotland up to their 19th 

birthday.  

It is anticipated that legislation would be go to the Scottish Parliament in early 2021 and come into 

effect later in the year.  

The consultation period ends on 7th December 2020 and more information on the proposals can be 

found here: https://consult.gov.scot/transportscotland/consultation-free-bus-travel-for-people-

under19/user_uploads/freebus-for-under-19s---final-consultation-pdf-version---23-october-

2020.pdf  

You can take part in the online consultation here: http://consult.gov.scot/  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/famspc
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KL7JF5C
https://consult.gov.scot/transportscotland/consultation-free-bus-travel-for-people-under19/user_uploads/freebus-for-under-19s---final-consultation-pdf-version---23-october-2020.pdf
https://consult.gov.scot/transportscotland/consultation-free-bus-travel-for-people-under19/user_uploads/freebus-for-under-19s---final-consultation-pdf-version---23-october-2020.pdf
https://consult.gov.scot/transportscotland/consultation-free-bus-travel-for-people-under19/user_uploads/freebus-for-under-19s---final-consultation-pdf-version---23-october-2020.pdf
http://consult.gov.scot/


If you are unable to respond using their consultation hub, please complete the Respondent 
Information Form and return to via e-mail to Under19Consultation@transport.gov.scot 

 

Mr Dempster. 

 

30th October 2020 

I hope you all had a relaxing and refreshing October break. 

Positive Cases 

We had another 2 positive cases during the school break, bringing the total to 5. All close contacts 

were identified and told to self-isolate for the appropriate length of time. 

We have had over 230 pupils now self-isolate at some point since return to school in August. 

Home School Communication  

Now that teachers are teaching full time in their classrooms please can I ask that you to follow our 

home / school communication protocol? 

Classroom teachers should not be emailed directly or contacted directly.  
ALL communications to teachers about a child should be directed via the child’s guidance teacher. 

• Acknowledgement within 2 working days.  
• Response within 4 working days.  

  
If felt appropriate, the response may come from the Guidance Teacher themselves or directly from 
the Subject Curriculum Leader of the department or a Depute Head Teacher.  
 
Adhering to this policy allows the proper management of communications and also allows classroom 

teachers to concentrate on teaching. 

The full policy is available on our website at  

http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Home-School-Communication-

Protocols-2019.pdf 

On-line Parents’ evenings – S1      11th November 

As mentioned before, parents’ nights will be held on line using a video streaming extension to the 

existing booking system that we use. 

Parent’s will be issued with relevant information as well as a technical guide in advance of their 

child’s parent’s evening. However here is a link that shows parents how to use the system. 

https://parents-booking.com/support/instructions-for-parents/ 

mailto:Under19Consultation@transport.gov.scot
http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Home-School-Communication-Protocols-2019.pdf
http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Home-School-Communication-Protocols-2019.pdf
https://parents-booking.com/support/instructions-for-parents/


16th October 2020 

October Holiday: starts today at 12.50 – Tuesday 27th at 8.32am. Have a relaxing break!! 

Two new Positive Cases 

We have had 2 new positive pupil cases this week bring the total so far to 3. 

We have identified all close contacts and they have all been contacted. They will have to self-isolate 

until Monday 26thOctober inc. but will be able to return to school on Tuesday 27th for the start of 

term. 

Dress Code -Ventilation! 

After last weeks appeal to ensure that pupils are wearing dress code (unless they have PE) I do want 

to clarify that all staff are aware that pupils are allowed to keep hoodies and outdoor wear on if they 

wish, due to the increased levels of ventilation in classrooms. 

Stair Cases  

After further review, the school’s health and safety committee have decided that the one way 

system in our 4 corner stair cases is not helping in reducing close contacts – rather it is creating 

unnecessary crowding. 

We are therefore returning our 4 corner stairs to the original 2 way traffic with a ‘keep left’  

protocol.  

Using all 4 stairs for up and down we believe will allow us to spread the pupil movement load and 

provide a safer and less overcrowded environment. 

The reception staircase will remain as having an up and down side , apart from the end of the day 

when both sides are down, and the atrium staircase remains as staff only use. 

 

Facecoverings  

All pupils, unless with an agreed exemption) should have their own facecovering and should wear it 

at all times except when in class and when eating. 

Staffing Update 

Ms Adair, Support for Learning Teacher,  leaves us this Friday to take up a promotion as Support for 

Learning Leader at Tynecastle High School.  

Ms Monaco joins us straight after the October break from Preston lodge High School to replace Ms 

Cockerill as Support for Learning Teacher. 

Ms King joins us on 9th Nov from Firrhill High School to replace Ms Adair as a Support for Learning 

Teacher. 

Mr Thomson, Pupil Support Asst.  leaves us this Friday to take up a new PSA post at Wester Hailes 

Education Centre.  



Ms Esentia started on the 22nd Sep as a Pupil Support Asst to replace Ms Furtardo who left to train to 

become a primary teacher. 

We are currently recruiting for Pupil Support Asst as a replacement for Mr Thomson. 

Ms Duguid started with us on Sep 22nd as teacher of French and Spanish to replace Ms Hastings who 

left to take up CL Modern Languages at Forrester. 

Have a great October Holiday 

Mr Dempster 

 

9th October 2020 

Positive Cases in Schools 

As you are aware, like so many other schools we have now had a confirmed case of COVID in the 

school. We were able to follow the guidance provided by the City and NHS Lothian to ascertain close 

contacts. As a result of this case as well as precautions around other potential cases out with the 

school there are currently over 50 pupils self-isolating. 

How to Report a Positive case 

If after a test a pupil has a positive test result and this is out of school hours then you must 
inform the City asap via the out of hours contact number 0131 200 2000. 

If it is during school hours please call the school directly. 
 
Work for Self-Isolating Pupils 

We have updated our website with advice on work for pupils who are self-isolating. 

The link to that advice is here 

http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/access-learning-from-home-if-pupils-cannot-attend-school/ 

 

With so many pupils self-isolating and this number likely to rise please do use this as your first port 

of call. 

 

Prelims 

The Education Secretary announced om Wednesday that there will be no National 5 final 

examinations next May. We await further information on the procedures that schools will all follow 

to generate robust pupil grades. 

We however see prelims as playing a vital part in the assessment of coursework and as such we will 

be having an adapted diet of National 5 prelims in November. 

Further details have been issued by groupcall to all S4 parents. The link to this information is here. 

http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/access-learning-from-home-if-pupils-cannot-attend-school/


http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/S4-Prelims-2020-Parent-Carers-

Update-1-1.pdf 

A full timetable for the S4 prelims will follow soon. 

Highers and Advanced Highers SQA exams are due to go ahead in May and we will be organising a 

full prelim diet for S5/ 6 pupils in January.  

Dress Code 

Due to restrictions on pupils changing in dressing rooms for PE we have been allowing pup[ils to 

come to school in PE kit on the days they have PE. This is still the case. 

However it is apparent that a number of pupils are abusing this privilege and are wearing PE kit or 

casual clothes on a regular basis even when they don’t have PE. 

We are seeing with some pupils a change in attitude and behaviour and around this. 

We would ask for your support in ensuring that dress code is worn on the days pupils do not have 

PE. 

October Holiday : 12.50 next Friday 16th – Tuesday 27th at 8.32am  

Have a great weekend 

D Dempster 

Head Teacher 

 

 

 

25th September 2020 

I hope you all enjoyed a well-deserved holiday last Monday. 

Trace and Protect App. 

The City are asking all schools to make their school communities aware of the Trace and Protect App 

which can be downloaded from this link. 

https://protect.scot/ 

Seating Plans 

We have been instructed by the City to ensure that all classes have seating plans which are 

electronically stored on our school data management system – SEEMIS. This along with class lists 

will ensure that in the event of a pupil being diagnosed positively with Covid, out of school hours, 

those who were in close proximity can be easily traced and contacted.  

Health and Safety 

http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/S4-Prelims-2020-Parent-Carers-Update-1-1.pdf
http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/S4-Prelims-2020-Parent-Carers-Update-1-1.pdf
https://protect.scot/


We continue our attempts to enforce the use of face coverings by all pupils who are able to wear one. 

Please assist us in this by ensuring that all pupils come to school with their own face covering. 

 

Generally we are very happy with how the school is functioning during these demanding times. 

As a result, Safe Return to School Newsletters will now only be issued as and when required. 

Have a good weekend. 

David C. Dempster 

Head Teacher 

 

18th September 2020 

Monday Holiday:    
 
School is closed on Monday 21st September and resumes for all pupils 
Tuesday 22nd September at 8.32am. 
 
I want to thank all our pupils, parents and staff for their contribution to making our first 6 weeks back 
at school so successful. 
 
Have a great weekend!!                                                                                          

Stair Changes  
 
As of Tuesday, 22ndSeptember we are making changes to the stairs that are used to go up and 
down between floors 
We have changed the direction of each stair.  
 
We think this will alleviate overcrowding in certain parts of the building. 
 
            STAIR 4 (The South West Stair) will now be a down stair. 
            STAIR 3 (The South East Stair) will now be an up stair. 
            STAIR 1 (The North West Stair) will now be an up stair. 
            STAIR 2 (The North East Stair) will now be a down stair. 
 
            Also, pupils are permitted to use: 
 

• ALL STAIRS at the end of the day as down stairs to Ground floor level 

• Both sides of the Reception Staircase to go down to the front door 

• Both front doors to exit the building. 

Face coverings 

Please can all pupils be in possession of their own face covering and wear it when moving between 

classes and during social times, if inside, when finished eating and drinking. 

 

Child Feels Unwell with Symptoms of COVID -19 

Appended is an updated flow chart as provided by NHS- Lothian on the procedures to be followed in 

the event of a child presenting with symptoms of COVID -19 



Please note the advice on symptoms other than those of COVID-19 symptoms and also on informing 

the school of COVID -19 test results 

 

   Child feels unwell with symptoms of COVID-19 

Child feels unwell with symptoms of COVID-19 

• New continuous cough and/or 

• Fever/high temperature and/or 

• Loss of, or change in, sense of smell 

or taste. 

Child is removed from contact with others and 

isolated somewhere safe and at least 2 meters 

away from other people. Staff looking after the 

child should wear gloves, apron and a fluid 

resistant surgical mask.  

 

Parents/carers contacted and asked to collect child as soon as possible. 

Siblings/other members of the household should also be collected and taken home, as 

all members of the household should now stay at home and isolate.  

Parents/carers arrange a test for the symptomatic child online at www.nhsinform.scot 

or call 0800 028 2816. 

Child and household should remain isolating at home while waiting for the test result.  

Parent/carer should notify the school of the result when they receive it 

Child must isolate for 10 days. 

Household must isolate for 14 days 

School should inform the HPT as soon as possible. 

School arranges deep cleaning of affected areas. 

 

Child can return to school provided they are 

well enough and have not had a fever for 48 

hours.  

If the child is not well enough to return to 

school then the normal procedure for illness 

should be followed. 

The Test and Protect contact tracing team will be in touch to identify any potential close 

contacts.  

The HPT will be informed of the result and will contact the school to follow up school contacts 

and to provide further advice. 

Immediate area (e.g. desk) occupied by 

child is cleaned with detergent and 

disinfectant using appropriate PPE 

Double bag any cleaning waste and PPE 

and store securely for 72 hours before 

disposal. 

 

Positive Negative 

Child unwell with other types of 
symptoms e.g. blocked/runny nose, sore 
throat, sneezing. Then:  

• Follow standard school illness policy. 

• If child is too unwell to be at school, 
then they should stay at home. 

• No need for COVID testing unless 
develops one or more symptoms of 
COVID-19 

• Ensure good hand & respiratory 

hygiene 

. 

 



11th September 2020 

Face Coverings  

Everyone in school must now wear a face covering at social times and when moving between 
classes. This is mandatory. 
Pupils should have their own face covering or mask. The office does have a small supply of face 
masks for anyone needing one. 
We do understand that for a variety of reasons not everyone is able to wear a face covering.  
If you have a genuine reason for not being able to wear one please let us know and we will respect 
this. We can provide a card that you can show to teachers indicating that you are exempt. 
Pupils should see their guidance teacher or Depute Head about this. 
 
Pre-order your Lunch:   All young people can pre-order food, including hot dishes, before 10.30 am 
at either the coffee shop or servery for that day or the rest of week. The dining staff will be able to set 
aside any orders which have been pre-ordered ready for collection that lunchtime.  
                                                  

Parent Council. 

The dates for the 2020/21 parent council meetings are outlined below.  Meetings will be on-line. 
Please save the following dates to your diary.  at 6.30pm:  

16 September 2020 – AGM 
4 November 2020 
20 January 2021 
17 March 2021 
21 April 2021 
19 May 2021  

Details of how to access meetings will follow.   

S3, S4 and S5/6 SLT Parents Information Evenings. 
 
Unfortunately, the annual S3, S4 and S5/6 Parents Information sessions have been cancelled.  The 
information provided by the Depute Head Teachers has been provided in a copy of the slides.  They 
are now online within the Pupil Support > Parents Information section of the website.  They can 
also be found within the School App.  The link to the website is 
https://boroughmuirhighschool.org/pupil-support/parents-information/     
If you have any questions regarding these slides please send this to 
coursechoice@boroughmuir.edin.sch.uk  

 

 

Support 

The following links are on our school website under “pupil support”- “parent information” for 

anyone who believes they may be eligible for financial assistance. 

Educational maintenance allowance - EMA 

https://boroughmuirhighschool.org/pupil-support/parents-information/
mailto:coursechoice@boroughmuir.edin.sch.uk


Here is the link for information and how to apply or check eligibility for Educational maintenance 

allowance   www.edinburgh.gov.uk/ema     

Free School Meals and Clothing Grants 

Here is the link for information and how to apply or check eligibility for support with Free School 

Meals and Clothing Grants  https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/schoolgrants 

 

 

4th September 2020 

Face Coverings  

As you will be aware everyone in school must wear a face covering at social times and when moving 
between classes. 
You can of course remove it to eat and drink. One finished eating and drinking you must replace your 
face covering. 
If you do not want to wear a face covering while in the building then you are free to go outside. 
Please do respect this requirement at the appropriate times. 
You should have your own face covering or mask. The office does have a small supply of face masks 
for anyone needing one. 
 
We do understand that for a variety of reasons not everyone is able to wear a face covering. If you 
have a genuine reason for not being able to wear one please let us know and we will respect this. 
 
We can provide a card that you can show to teachers indicating that you are exempt. 
 
Pupils should see their guidance teacher or Depute Head about this. 
 
School Period Time:   S1- 3 and S4-6 have swapped and getting out for lunch is now only 5mins 
early!! 

  

THIS TAKES EFFECT FROM MONDAY 7th SEP. 
P1 as normal 
P2 finishes 10.30 for S1-3 and 10.35 for S4-6 (5 mins earlier on Fridays) 
P3 as normal 
P4 finishes 12.45 for S4-6 and 12.50 for S1-3 (this includes Fridays) 
P5 as norm 
P6 S4 - S6 finish at 3.25 and S1 - S3 at 3.30 on the bell            

Attendance and absence reminder 

It is our duty to track and know the whereabouts of all our pupils during the school day.  As such If 
your child is unwell at home and is going to be absent, please let us know as soon as possible by 
either phoning 0131 229 9703, emailing the school attendance@boroughmuir.edin.sch.uk or using 
the ‘Report Absence’ button from the useful links on the school website.  We would ask that you 
make contact with the school each day that your child is absent. 

Where your child was expected to attend school and has not appeared in the morning and you have 
not informed us of any absence, you will be contacted by the school via text message as early as 
possible in the day to confirm their whereabouts. It is vital that we receive a response to this 
message immediately in order that we can update our records.  

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/ema
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/schoolgrants
mailto:attendance@boroughmuir.edin.sch.uk


In the event that we do not receive a response a second text message will be sent.  After this the 
school will attempt to make contact with the child’s emergency contact to ascertain their wellbeing.  
We are obligated to continue trying to make contact until we receive a response. 

It is also important if your child is going to be late for whatever reason you contact the school by 
either phoning 0131 229 9703, emailing the school attendance@boroughmuir.edin.sch.uk or using 
the ‘Report Absence’ button from the useful links on the school website.   

Where possible appointments should be made out with school hours and the school made aware in 
advance, pupils should sign out and back in.   

HPV Vaccinations 

HPV vaccinations have been cancelled for the time being. They will take place as soon as is 
practically possible. 

 

 

28th August 2020 

A letter from the City was sent to all parents yesterday. A link to it is here. 

http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Letter-to-Sec-school_270820_.pdf 

Use of face coverings 

As you will be aware, as of Monday 31st August everyone in school has to wear a face covering at 

social times and when moving between classes. You can of course remove it to eat and drink. 

Please do respect this requirement at the appropriate times. 

Most people will want to wear their own face covering or mask but the office does have a small 

supply of face masks for anyone needing one. 

We do understand that for a variety of reasons not everyone is able to wear a face covering and we 

understand and respect this. 

A Child Shows Symptoms 

I attach a flowchart on the next page from NHS Lothian outlining the procedures that should be 

followed in the event that a pupil displays symptoms of COVID- 19. 

Work for Isolating Children. 

In the event that a child does have to isolate, the school will deal with this absence in the same way 

that we deal with any other type of absence from school for medical reasons. The pupil’s guidance 

teacher will liaise with the pupil’s teachers to provide as much appropriate school work as possible. 

Remedial Work 

mailto:attendance@boroughmuir.edin.sch.uk
http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Letter-to-Sec-school_270820_.pdf


Departments were asked to ensure that pupils were supported in catching up on work missed or not 

mastered during lockdown. There is obviously a wide variation of need in this area across all subjects 

and all year groups, but it is something staff are very aware of and something they are addressing in 

the most appropriate way. 

 
Instrumental Music Instruction (IMS) Update 

Pupils should be checking school email and Teams where their music instructors will have 

contacted them to give guidance and support with their practise.  We are hoping that some 

instructors will be returning to school in the coming weeks.  We will keep you updated.   

 
Sports Clubs, activities 

Indoor curricular PE is still not allowed. Neither are any sport related extracurricular activities either 

onsite or offsite. 

As said last week, we are starting to introduce some non-sporting school-based activities at 

lunchtimes to provide a broader school experience to our pupils.  

Visitors to School 

Visitors and partner agencies are currently not able to come into any school, unless it is absolutely 

essential. 

This also applies to visits to the school by parents. 

 

Overall, our pupils have responded brilliantly to all that we are asking of them in this current climate. 

There is obviously a way to go yet, but I want to thank all our pupils, parents and staff for their 

incredible support in these first 3 weeks. 

 

David C Dempster 

Head Teacher 

 

 

See Below for ‘Child feels unwell with Symptoms’ - Flowchart  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

21st August 2020 

We’ve just finished our first full week of school and I’m pleased to say that overall, our pupils are 

enjoying being back at school and back learning in classrooms. 

The wellbeing of all our pupils and staff is paramount. Schools are of course following Government 

guidance as well as City of Edinburgh guidance. 

Please use the link below (which is also on the front page of our website) for further information. 

For the latest information on A Safe Return to School please click here. 

We will continue to monitor the mitigations we have in place and adjust and change them as per any 

new advice. 

School Clubs 

We are aware that school is much more than timetabled classes and that many pupils are desperate 

to be involved in clubs and sports. We do have to observe advice on this, but we are trying to start 

some lunchtime clubs next week. 

Some sports clubs will start w/b 31/8. Further details to follow. 

School Period Times:   Please note the altered times of school periods for the foreseeable future. 
 
P1-as normal 
P2-finishes 10.30 for S4-6 and 10.35 for S1-3 (5 mins earlier on Fridays) 
P3-as normal 
P4-finishes 12.40 for S1-S3 and 12.50 for S4-6 - this includes Fridays 
P5-as normal 
P6-S4-6 finish at 3.25 and S1-3 at 3.30 on the bell  

 
Assembly Hall – Additional Social Space:    
 
In the current health and safety climate and with inclement weather, we are opening the Assembly 
Hall at break and lunch for pupils to use. This is available for all year groups. 
 
Catering 
 
There is a full range of food options now in our Servery and all pupils are all able to use this facility.  
We are keen to have our pupils use the school canteen again. 
Week beginning 31/8 any pupil purchasing lunch from the canteen will receive a free piece of home 
baking as a thank you. 
 
Year group information evenings 

http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/safe-return-to-school/


Our full Home School Communication Calendar is on our web-site. Click here 

http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/20.21-TABULAR-Home-School-

Calendar1.docx 

Due to the current restrictions that are in place we are unable to hold these evenings in school as we 

normally do.  These evenings will be replaced by power point presentations 

Wednesday 26 August 2020 S3 Course Structure 6.30 – 7.15pm* - Now by Power Point 

Wednesday 26 August 2020 S4 Course Structure 7.30 – 8.15pm*  Now by Power Point 

Thursday 27 August 2020 S5 Course Structure 7.00 – 7.45pm*  Now by Power Point 

Monday 31 August 2020 S6 Post-School Planning Evening 7.00 – 8.00pm*  Now by Power Point 

Thursday 10 Sep 2020 S1 Welcome Evening 7.00 – 8.00pm* Now by Power Point 

 

The Power point presentations will be sent out to parents before 3 September.  If you have any 

questions after viewing please send these to 

coursechoice@boroughmuir.edin.sch.uk 

We will use these to create a “frequently asked questions” document which we can then share on 

our website. 

Tracking and Reporting 

The first set of tracking reports will be issued week beginning 28th September for S2,4,5,6 pupils.   S3 

and S1 pupils will be issue the week beginning 2nd November.  The format of the tracking reports will 

the similar to the previous two years but there will be some changes which will be communicated to 

you nearer the time.   We plan to track all year groups on three occasions during the year and you 

will also receive written comments based around each subject.   

S6 Individual photos 

The photographer from Tempest will be in school on Thursday 3 September to take S6 individual 

photographs.  Times for each registration class will be in the bulletin. 

Transport to school - Buses  

Please can all parents and carers ensure all children and young people have masks each day if they 

are using public transport.  Your support in reinforcing the importance of pupils wearing masks 

whilst getting on the buses and for the duration of the journey is appreciated.   

 

 

 

Timetable, Curriculum and Course Choices 

http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/20.21-TABULAR-Home-School-Calendar1.docx
http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/20.21-TABULAR-Home-School-Calendar1.docx
mailto:coursechoice@boroughmuir.edin.sch.uk


All year groups have now followed their full timetable for over a week.  The exception to this is with 

S6 Study classes and these pupils are asked to work at home during Period 1 or Period 2 if they do 

not have a timetabled class.  We are keeping this under review.   We have also been undertaking 

some re-coursing of pupils and any further requests should be directed to the relevant Pupil Support 

Leader or Depute Head Teacher as soon as possible and by Fri 28th August at the latest.    S2 pupils 

will be choosing their Enrichment class options this week.   

L&T Update 

A reminder that pupils should be bringing pens, pencils, a ruler and a calculator this is helpful as the 

sharing of equipment is not allowed under the guidelines. 

MANY PUPILS HAVE YET TO RETURN TEXTBOOKS FROM LAST YEARS COURSES. 

IF YOU HAVE A TEXT BOOK TO RETURN PLEASE DO SO ASAP.  

THE SCHOOL IS MISSING THOUSANDS OF POUNDS WORTH OF TEXT BOOKS THAT WE 

DESPERATELY NEED BACK! 

PE 

The PE department currently have no access to our indoor spaces and changing rooms. All PE classes 

will take place outdoors on our MUGA, in the playground or at Meggetland. We ask that all pupils 

attend school wearing sports kit on the days they have PE. We also advise all pupils to bring a spare 

change of shoes, socks and a waterproof jacket incase it is raining. We will keep pupils and 

parents/carers updated with any changes through the school bulletin and twitter account 

(@boroughmuirPE).  

Expressive Arts 

Music 
 
BGE classes 
We will be starting practical work next week which we are very excited about!  If pupils have their 
own headphones for the keyboard, could they please bring them in. 
If pupils in S2 - S3 are wishing to practise guitar or bass guitar, they should bring in their own 
instrument to school.  Please ensure the instrument is cleaned before bringing into school and they 
are welcome to leave this in the Music department at the start of the day.  
 
S4 - 6 Music 
Please bring in your own guitars or bass guitars for practical lessons as much as possible.   
 
IMS Update 
We are still awaiting confirmation of when instructors will be returning to Boroughmuir.  If you are 
receiving IMS lessons, please check your school email as instructors will be contacting you and 
continue to check Teams for further information.  If you have any questions, please ask a member of 
the Music department. 
 
Drama 
The Drama department is working hard to ensure the subject can be taught in the school in a safe 
way, utilising space within the school to allow us to maintain distancing. 
As the year progresses, we will encourage pupils to bring items from home to use as costume / 
props. Items which the department have which can be wiped down will be used but we do not 



intend to use the costume store at this time. Pupils and parents support and understanding at this 
time is appreciated. 
 

Media: 
  
We will be studying the Teen film in National 5 Media with ‘Clueless’ and ‘Juno’.  These are rich texts 
that will follow on from the pupils S3 course where they looked at Teen TV Dramas. Higher will be 
looking at the gangster genre focussing on ‘Goodfellas’. The Higher pupils must gain parental 
permission for this text so please make sure they return the slip to me as soon as possible. 
 
New Teams will be set up in the next week but, at the moment, the S3/Nat 5/Higher pupils have 
been asked to bring in a lever-arch file that can be stored in the Media classroom. Please get in 
contact with Miss Dunlop in the Media department if you have any questions. 
 

Modern Languages  

If you have any Modern Languages’ textbooks from last year (or previous years!) at home, please 

return them as soon as possible.  They are needed for new classes. 

Business Education/Computing Science 

Pupils are being asked to clean down workstation, keyboard and mouse as soon as they enter the 

classroom and sanitise hands. This will allow us to carry out practical work on the computer. We now 

have software that allows us to share files, share teacher screen and take control of each pupil’s 

computer to demonstrate teaching and learning points rather than having to sit amongst pupils.  As 

per our normal learning and teaching arrangements in the faculty, all learning resources and tasks 

are available in OneNote and Teams.  

Health and Food Technology  

It is fantastic to be back and we are very much enjoying working with our young people again. As a 

faculty we were incredibly impressed with the engagement of our classes in our digital classrooms, 

the work was outstanding !  

We have all learnt a great deal over the last few months and we will be embedding the use of teams 

and office 365 into our learning and teaching practice. In terms of delivering practical work for HFTT 

we are waiting for guidance on how to deliver these within the current climate – rest assured we are 

using all our skills and technology to enhance learning in this area and we would encourage all young 

people to use opportunities at home to help prepare meals or cook meals for their family, all our 

recipe books are available on our webpage and again we were very impressed with the photographs 

that were shared during lockdown- keep them coming!  S1 and S2 are exploring technological skills 

and HWB and are making a hand sewn face covering to use or to make as a gift. Certificate classes 

across the faculty are enhancing their knowledge and understanding of core topics, assignment and 

question paper techniques . HWB rota classes are embarking on new challenges and curriculum with 

the onus very much on them leading learning, strands of HWB and creating a virtual P7 transition 

using digital technology, we are pleased to still be delivering The Youth Philanthropy Award in S3 

which is a fantastic opportunity to work with charities for a considerable prize. Please get in touch if 

you have any questions Miss Mitchelmore CL HFTT, HWB & RMPS. 

 



Maths 

The maths department are:- 

• enjoying meeting our classes in person after getting to know them on line in May and June 
• delivering our courses on schedule as normal 
• using Teams along with classroom teaching to distribute teaching resources where we can 
• working on ways to give feedback to pupils in class with 2m adult – pupil distancing – we 

need to find new approaches 
• using Assignments in Teams with senior classes to give individual feedback to pupils 
• planning to issue textbooks to all Nat 5, Higher and AH pupils once we have the books 

returned and quarantined from last session – the return of books from last session is taking 
longer than usual 

• planning to have an S1 Maths Test on Mon 31 August to help with the organisation of Maths 
sets with quarantining of papers for health & safety 

 

 

11th August 2020 
 

REMINDER      S1-3 Return tomorrow / S4,5,6 on Thursday 

Wednesday 12th August – only S1-3 

Year Gp Start time  Notes 

   

S1 8.32am  
Go straight to register class. Registration lasts 
until 9.40. Timetables will be issued and 
Health and Safety protocols will be highlighted. 

S2  9.00am 

S3 9.00am 

  

S4,5,6 – No School No School No School. Stay at home today 

 

Thursday 13th August – all pupils 

Year Gp Start time  Notes 

  
 
8.32am 

 
 
Go straight to register class. Registration lasts 
until 9.40 
 

S1 

S2  

S3 

 
S4,5,6 – first day back 

 
8.32am 

Go straight to register class. Registration lasts 
until 9.40. Timetables will be issued and 
Health and Safety protocols will be highlighted. 

 

Friday 14th August onwards….all pupils/ normal day 

Year Gp Start time  Notes 

  Registration back to normal timing 8.32 – 8.45. 



S1-6 8.32am School days now back to normal timings. 

 

H&S issues 

To reduce time spent at the start and end of lessons, we are asking pupils if possible to bring their 

own hand sanitizer.  

We have a one door entry to the school and a way system in school corridors. Pupils should move 

round corridors in a clockwise direction.  Stairs are marked as either up or down and again this 

should be adhered to at all times. 

Masks 

Although the wearing of masks is not compulsory in schools there are times when pupils and 

teachers may feel more comfortable wearing one. It is therefore a good idea for pupils to carry a 

mask with them. 

PE Classes 

All PE will have to take place outside. We are not allowed to use changing rooms so if required you 

may come to school in PE kit the days you have PE. 

To facilitate outdoor PE we will be using our own outdoor pitch but will require many more spaces 

such as Harrison Park, Bruntsfield Links etc.  

Meggetland which is operated by Edinburgh Leisure, is currently closed. As soon as it opens we will 

be able to make use of the outdoor spaces there. 

If it is raining outdoor PE will still go ahead so carrying a waterproof would be a good idea. 

Wed 12th Aug (PE) 
S1 – 1V2, 1W2, 1L2, 1H2, 1M2 
S3 – Core PE for 3H1, 3L1, 3M1, 3V1, 3W1 and S3 National 4/5 PE 
  
Thurs 13th Aug (PE) 
S2 – 2H2, 2L2, 2M2 
S3 - S3 National 4/5 PE 
S4 – Core PE for 4H2, 4L2, 4M2, 4V2, 4W2 and S4 National 4/5 PE 
S5/6 – PE Higher and Sports Leadership 
S6 – PE Advanced Higher 
 
School Catering 
 
Remember, catering is very limited, and we are suggesting that pupils should bring a packed lunch 
and if at all possible eat it outside in small groups. 
The catering supervisor has advised that they will provide hot paninis, hot tubs of soup, pasta or rice, 
chicken burgers, vegetarian burgers and baked potatoes with various fillings. 
There will drinks and home baking also. 
The catering supervisor is also offering a pre-order service. Pupils can pre-order a day in advance and 
pay at time of ordering and the meal will be ready for collection the next day at lunchtime 



 

Instrumental Music Service. 
 
There will be a phased approach for the recommencement of instrumental lessons with 
priority given to SQA candidates.  Lessons for SQA candidates will start back from 17th 
August.  The second phase will commence from 14th September which will include S1 - S3 
and non NQ Senior Phase pupils.  We will keep you updated over the coming weeks. 
 

Library 

Pupils are currently unable to browse books to borrow from the school library. A click and 

collect/personal shopper service is being launched to allow pupils to borrow books from the school 

library. Pupils can also use Edinburgh Libraries Overdrive service to access e- and audiobooks. You 

can sign up to Edinburgh City Libraries: https://yourlibrary.edinburgh.gov.uk/web/arena/join-the-

library. Any books that need to be returned should be dropped off outside the library. All returned 

books will be quarantined for 72 hours before being reissued to another pupil. 

Art and Design & Engineering 

Could all pupils please remember to bring their own pencil, rubber and ruler to Art & Design and 

Design & Engineering classes this week. Pupils should also bring their folders, sketchbooks and 

textbooks to class too, along with work completed at home during lockdown. Indeed it is essential 

that pupils bring their own classroom materials to all classes  

COLLEGE UPDATE for S5 & S6 Pupils Undertaking College Courses 

The college are continuing to follow Scottish Government guidance for colleges on COVID-19 and 

confirm that SCP and FA courses will be delivered online for the first Semester, commencing 8th 

September. The college are closely monitoring the situation and hope to be in a position to bring SCP 

(schools college partnership) and FA (foundation apprenticeship) students to college for face to face 

teaching from January 2021 if it is safe to do so. 

The SCP programme has been revised to provide alternative options, where possible, for practical 

courses which require face to face teaching and cannot be delivered.   

In order to help us with capacity in school can you please let us know if your son/daughter is able 

to undertake this learning at home on a Tuesday and Thursday afternoon.  For those pupils who 

do not have computer access at home we will endeavour to provide this. 

SCP/FA Online Induction Tue 25th & Thu 27th August and Tue 1st  & Thu 3rd Sept 1.30-4pm 

A two-week induction programme has been developed by the college to prepare pupils for on-line 

learning.  The induction is mandatory for all SCP and FA pupils who have a confirmed offer.   

Pupils will require access to a PC & internet.  The induction will be delivered via the college online 

learning platform, ‘Moodle’, and Microsoft Teams.   

https://yourlibrary.edinburgh.gov.uk/web/arena/join-the-library
https://yourlibrary.edinburgh.gov.uk/web/arena/join-the-library


The induction will provide support with development of digital skills and will familiarise pupils with 

their course content & study requirements as well as allowing them to meet their tutors and engage 

with their college group.  Pupils will be provided with an electronic SCP guide and instruction 

sessions will be timetabled to introduce and familiarise pupils with ‘Moodle’ and Microsoft Teams to 

enable them to undertake their studies safely online.  SCP co-ordinators will timetable sessions with 

pupil groups at the start and end of each induction session to provide support and answer questions. 

 

Mr Dempster. Head Teacher, 11th August 2020 

6th August 2020 
 

I hope you all had a good summer break and are looking forward to school re-opening from 

Wednesday August 12th. 

We are keen to get all our pupils back to school as quickly but as safely as possible. This document 

only gives a brief overview of the main issues to get us back to school safely. More information is 

hosted in the links below and they will be updated regularly as information is updated. 

We will of course continue to provide parents, pupils and staff with regular updates of important 

information via Groupcall, our website, TEAMS and email. 

Useful Links  

We have updated the link on the front page of our website. It now reads:-  

For the latest information on A Safe Return to School please click here. 

The City of Edinburgh Information for Returning to School in August (including FAQs for Parents) is 

here and is also on our website behind the front page. 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/schools-learning/returning-school-august-2020/1 

if you are interested in taking part here is a link to the COVID-19 symptom study. It’s a survey 

supported by the City of Edinburgh and is run by several UK universities, collecting information from 

the public to map the spread of the illness and correlate symptoms with it. 

https://covid.joinzoe.com/ 

Health and safety 

At this time, it is particularly important that If your child feels unwell or display any of the symptoms 

of Covid-19 that you do not send them to school. 

Effective Infection Control  
 

Government advice is that school pupils do not need to wear face masks (unless they have a medical 
reason to do so or specifically want to)  

http://boroughmuirhighschool.org/safe-return-to-school/
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/schools-learning/returning-school-august-2020/1
https://covid.joinzoe.com/


Pupils and staff are asked to observe regular hand washing protocols as the best way of minimising 
the risk of spreading infection. To assist with this hand sanitiser dispensers will be placed around the 
school and signage encouraging handwashing will be on display 
 

Social Distancing  

The governments advice for the 100% return of pupils to school is that pupils do not require to 
observe social distancing with each other. However, pupils will be asked to adhere to social 
distancing with adults and a one-way system will be in operation in the school to 
support this. Appropriate signage is in place to ensure that the system is easy to follow. Staff must 
themselves ensure for their own personal safety and that they apply a 2-metre distance with other 
adults and pupils where possible.   

 

Enhanced Cleaning Regime  
The school has and will be extensively cleaned using a combination of electrostatic cleaning and 
regular surface cleaning, involving the use of Milton bleach. Edinburgh Scientific Services has 
approved electrostatic cleaning (known as fogging) which provides a dry negative charged chemical 
that bonds around surfaces. The chemical used releases free oxygen radicals that 
attacks, for example, viral membrane.  This has been carried out once already and will be carried out 
again in 2 weeks’ time. 
 

Pupil Return to School - Staggered start 

Wednesday 12th August – only S1-3 

Year Gp Start time  Notes 

   

S1 8.32am  
Go straight to register class. Registration lasts 
until 9.40. Timetables will be issued and Health 
an Safety protocols will be highlighted. 

S2  9.00am 

S3 9.00am 

  

S4,5,6 – No School No School No School. Stay at home today 

 

Thursday 13th August – all pupils 

Year Gp Start time  Notes 

  
 
8.32am 

 
 
Go straight to register class. Registration lasts 
until 9.40 
 

S1 

S2  

S3 

 
S4,5,6 – first day back 

 
8.32am 

Go straight to register class. Registration lasts 
until 9.40. Timetables will be issued and Health 
an Safety protocols will be highlighted. 

 

Friday 14th August onwards….all pupils/ normal day 

Year Gp Start time  Notes 



 
S1-6 

 
8.32am 

Registration back to normal timing 8.32 – 8.45. 
School days now back to normal timings. 

 

Register Teacher list 

This is on our website and is also at the end of this document. 

Lateness to school 

We understand that there may be capacity issues with buses. We also want to encourage pupils to 

arrive over an extended period of time.  

We will not be marking any pupils late during registration in the first week or so of term until we see 

how issues with buses are playing out. Pupils should however be in class for 8.45 if at all possible. 

Entry / Exit to school 

The doors at the front of the school will be identified as an ‘IN’ door and an ‘OUT’ door. This will 

assist with social distancing and tie in with the one-way system. 

No assemblies 

As large groups are to be avoided there will be no assemblies until further notice. Pupils will go 

straight to registration classes on arrival at school. 

No extra curricular 

There will be no extra-curricular activities or clubs for the first couple of weeks. We will review this 

as soon as we can. 

Getting to school on public transport 

The Scottish Government’s current position (16 July) is that, where public transport (including buses, 

taxi, trams, subway, trains, ferries and air) is required for school aged children to attend school, the 

general advice and guidance from the Government and Transport Scotland should be followed. This 

currently includes the mandatory use of face coverings and physical distancing where possible.  

PE buses  

The Scottish Government has indicated (16 July) that dedicated school transport should be regarded 

as an extension of the school estate and physical distancing measures between pupils are not 

necessary (subject to continued low levels of infection within Scotland). The Scottish Government 

recognises that school transport will involve mixed age groups of pupils but still considers the risk of 

transmission to be acceptably low when mitigations are in place.  

If you do not want your child to return to school 

Some parents may want their child to continue to learn from home. You can find out more about 

home education here.  



https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/schools-learning/home-education/1 

 

Lunches and extended break and extended lunchtime  

There will be a limited ‘grab and go’ menu (no hot lunches) so we are recommending that pupils 
bring a packed lunch for the first few days until we see how this is working. 
Pupils will be encouraged to disperse and eat lunch outside. 
In bad weather we will open other areas of the school like the assembly hall and some classrooms. 
S2 – 6 pupils will of course be able to leave the building as normal at break and lunch but would of 
course need to wear a face mask in shops. ( S1 cannot leave the school grounds until after Oct break) 
 
To avoid crowding; 
Pupils in S4-6 will be released for break at 10.30 (5 minutes before junior pupils). 
Pupils in S1-3 will be released for lunch at 12.40 (10 minutes before senior pupils) 
 
School Dress Code 

There is no specific guidance around school dress code. It is our sense that pupils feel that an 
important part of coming back to school is the dress code and as such we are asking all pupils to 
wear dress code as normal. 
 
No S6 study classes  

There will be no S6 study classes for the first 2 weeks. S6 with study P1 or P2 should arrive at school 
in time for first class and not before. This is to reduce unnecessary numbers in the school. We will 
review this after 2 weeks. 
 
PE Classes 

It is planned that PE will take place as near normal as possible. 
We have been advised by the government that the use of curricular PE buses is also acceptable for 
pupils.  
So that the right pupils arrive at school with kit here are the classes that have PE on the first 2 days. 
 
Wed 12th Aug (PE) 
S1 – 1V2, 1W2, 1L2, 1H2, 1M2 
S3 – Core PE for 3H1, 3L1, 3M1, 3V1, 3W1 and S3 National 4/5 PE 
  
Thurs 13th Aug (PE) 
S2 – 2H2, 2L2, 2M2 
S3 - S3 National 4/5 PE 
S4 – Core PE for 4H2, 4L2, 4M2, 4V2, 4W2 and S4 National 4/5 PE 
S5/6 – PE Higher and Sports Leadership 
S6 – PE Advanced Higher 
 
Practical Subjects 
 
It is hoped that wherever possible pupils will be able to engage in practical work. 
Where pupils do not have to share equipment, this will be easier. The equipment will need to be 
cleaned by the pupils after use. 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/schools-learning/home-education/1


If pupils do need to share equipment this may be more difficult. 
WE are awaiting further advice around this and will of course adhere strictly to it. 
 
 
 
Classroom organisation / cleaning 
 
Where possible pupils will be kept apart when in classes and if possible and appropriate pupil desks 
will be arranged to face the front rather in a group style with pupils facing each other. 
In some subjects where appropriate, pupils may be asked to wipe down keyboards/ desks with wipes 
and sanitizer at the end of the lesson as well as any other resources used. 

 

Register Teacher List 

Class Teacher Room  Class Teacher Room 

1H1 P Hastings 01.05  4H1 J Davidson LG.03 

1H2 A Larter LG.05  4H2 H Turner ( Friday – L Richard) 03.12 

1L1 B Nelson 01.06  4L1 L Boag 02.10 

1L2 E Fletcher 03.22  4L2 J O’Thy LG.09 

1M1 M Asif 02.07  4M1 B Stirling (Friday – D MacDougall) 03.08 

1M2 S Lees 03.16  4M2 L Mackintosh (Friday – D Cogan) 02.01 

1V1 F Kastelein 03.01  4V1 M Church 02.16 

1V2 L Bloomer 01.13  4V2 A Dunn 03.14 

1W1 K Dunlop G.08  4W1 L Wilson 03.21 

1W2 P Williams 03.06  4W2 M Lianantonakis 03.07 

       

2H1 L Dighton 02.08  5H1 J Bellamy ( Thurs & Friday – C Spinks) 01.08 

2H2 S Hamilton 03.17  5H2 A Igoe 02.06 

2L1 S Anderson 01.11  5L1 J Ross LG.07 

2L2 L MacPherson 01.10  5L2 P Dobson LG.06 

2M1 S Mulligan 02.11  5M1 A Schiavone 01.04 

2M2 K Kingsbury (Friday – S Campbell) G.03  5M2 M Henderson (Friday – C Duguid) 01.15 

2V1 A Robb 02.03  5V1 T Williams 01.12 

2V2 R Yates 01.09  5V2 C Gray 01.03 

2W1 G Ayemere Odeh 01.02  5W1 J Webster G.01 

2W2 Alex Gilmore LG.10  5W2 J MacPherson 03.02 

       

3B2 P McGinley (Tuesday – S McFarlane) LG.02  6R1 G MacDonald LG.08 

3H1 J Crawford G.05  6R2 J Compston 02.02 

3H2 E Craig (Thurs & Friday – H Henderson) 03.10  6R3 R Stein 03.20 

3L1 D Dowsett 03.18  6R4 S Macdonald 03.11 

3L2 S Forbes 02.13  6R5 A Stevenson 01.12 

3M1 L Vines 01.07  6R6 P Struthers 03.05 

3M2 F Boyd 02.15   

3V1 D Graham LG:11  

3V2 S O’Hagan LG.04  

3W1 J Walker 03.09  

3W2 S Das 02.04  

 

 

Mr Dempster 

Head Teacher, 6th August 2020 



 


