
Overview of the 
UCAS Application 
Process



Higher Education involves studying for 
qualifications such as first degrees, Higher 
National Diplomas or foundation degrees.

 Most courses take place in universities, 
but some are also taught at further 
education colleges, specialist art 
institutions, music colleges and 
agricultural colleges.

 Higher Education courses are funded by 
SAAS





Higher Education:
Entrance requirements

 Highers achieved

 Predicted grades

 UCAS points 
(mainly English universities)



Investigate colleges, universities and 
courses  (June to September)

 S6 Induction

 Individual university websites

 UCAS website

 Complete Future Plans (due 05/09/16)

 UCAS Higher Education Exhibition

 Open days





















Apply

August/September

Register on Apply and 
enter personal details







SELECTION CRITERIA



Selection Criteria

 Academic Qualifications

 Personal Statement

 Reference



Personal Statements

 Draft 10/10/16

 On Apply by 31/10/16









Personal Statements 
– an important selection tool

Good statements: 

Are clear and concise

Show evidence of research into courses     
(link existing skills and qualities to requirements)

Are grammatically accurate

‘Sell’ the candidate to selectors



Personal Statements
Include:

 Reason for choosing the course

 Achievements/positions of responsibility

 Work experience – skills developed

 Possible career aspirations

 Hobbies, interests & other relevant information



Personal Statements
Universities are looking for

 Knowledge – awareness and familiarity 
with the subject area

 Relevant experience

 Commitment – dedication, reliability and 
suitability (skills and associated qualities)

 Maturity – readiness for university study



Subject References 

Completed by 4/11/16



13th November
Completed application 
forms sent to Guidance 
teachers

Application forms



Deadline

12/12/16

All forms sent to 
UCAS



Early Applications (15/10/16) 
Medicine, Vet Medicine, Dentistry, Oxford 
and Cambridge

Personal Statements
 Final draft by 12/09/16 
 Entered on Apply by 21/09/16

Subject References 
 31/08/16- applicants request references 

from S6 teachers 

Application forms 
 Completed by 26/09/16
 07/10/16 Applications sent to UCAS 



What happens next?
 UCAS sends form to universities listed on 

application

 Admissions staff go through  selection 
process 

 Decisions submitted to UCAS

 Progress of application can be viewed on 
Track section of the UCAS website
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