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1. S4 Curriculum Summary 

Courses in S4 provide continuity from S3.  There is a strong focus on SQA National 
Qualifications at Levels 3, 4 and 5.  

Tracking and reporting are based around National Level 3, 4 and 5.     

Pupils continue with their courses that were chosen in S3.For most pupils these 
are 8 subjects from a range of curricular areas including:

- Maths and English

- French, German or Mandarin

- Biology, Chemistry, Physics or Science

- Geography, History, Modern Studies, Economics or RMPS

-3 additional free choices 



In addition to 8 subjects, the S4 curriculum contains: 

1. PEas a double period

2. Personal and Social Education (PSE) taught by their Pupil Support 
Leader (PSL) / Guidance teacher

3. Health and Wellbeing & Wider Achievement Awards
Continuing from last year S4 pupils explore factors that influence personal wellbeing, and to make decisions that 
contribute to improving personal wellbeing.   Pupils look at connections between mental, emotional, social and 
physical health, and to look at different ideas of health and wellbeing at a personal, community, societal or global 
level.  



Administration and IT 
Art & Design
Biology
Business Management
Chemistry
Computing Science
Design & Manufacture
Drama
Economics
Engineering Science
English
French
Geography
German
Graphic Communication
Health & Food Technology
History
Mandarin
Maths ςNational 4/5
Applications of Maths ςNational 4
Media Studies

Modern Studies

Music

Physical Education

Physics

Practical Cookery

Practical Woodwork

RMPS

Science 
Spanish

Note - only 1 Maths course is chosen

Biology
Chemistry
Computing Science
Data Science(NPA)
Digital Media
Design & 
Manufacture
Drama
Economics
Engineering Science
French
Geography
German
Graphic 
Communication

Health & Food 
Technology
History
Human Biology
Mandarin
Mathematics
Media Studies
Music
Philosophy
Physics
RMPS
Spanish
College Courses

Higher (H)

N5 or Higher  

SCQF L5 NPA

N5

Art & Design  
Business
Management
English

Media Studies

Modern Studies

Physical Education

Maths - Nat5

Applications of Maths  

Practical Cookeryς

Hospitality

Practical Woodwork

S5 or S6 

Computing Science

DigitalMedia

Media Studies

Photography

Practical Science
Sports Leadership

S4 Curriculum National 3,4,5

Art & Design
Biology
Business Management
Chemistry
Computing Science
Database Design & Programming (Oracle)
Design & Manufacture
Drama
Engineering Science
English
French
Geography
German
Health and Food Technology
History
Mandarin
Mathematics

Mathematics of Mechanics

Mathematics - Statistics

Modern Studies

Music

Physical Education

Physics

Scottish Baccalaureate Interdisciplinary 

Projects

Spanish

Boroughmuir High School:  S4-6 Curriculum & Courses 2020-21

* Pupils attend neighbouring schools

College Courses Schools College Partnership (SCP)
Foundation Apprenticeship

College Courses Schools College 
Partnership (SCP)
Courses - Various

Foundation 
Apprenticeship

S4 Core Curriculum 
- PE
- PSE 
- Wider Achievement 

Awards in 
1) Health & Wellbeing
2) Religion, Belief & Values

S6 Core Curriculum 
PSE ςAssembly ςStudy

S6

S6 Advanced Higher (AH)

S5 H to S6 AH 

S5 Core Curriculum 
Career Management Skills  
PSE 
PE and Study



Extra-Curricular Sport Activity at BHS

Å35 clubs and teams (Term 1, 2019-20)

Å246 males taking part

Å254 females taking part

Number (percentage) of pupils 
participating in Extra-Curricular sports 
clubs:

2017 (Term 1): 430 (36% of school roll)

2018 (Term 1): 469 (37% of school roll)

2019 (Term 1): 500 (40% of school roll)

6 paid coaches

36 volunteers:
Å12 parents/family 

members
Å8 senior pupils
Å7 school staff
Å6 club coaches
Å3 students

ÅClubs will be gradually starting again from Aug/Sept 2021 



Typical S4 
School 
Timetable 

1 2 3 4 5 6

Mon English History Physics Music Maths French

Tue PE PE Maths GraphicCom. Chemistry History

Wed Chemistry French Physics English Music GraphicCom.

Thurs French Music PSE Health & 
Wellbeing

Rota

English Chemistry

Fri GraphicCom. History Maths Physics



CfE Levels transfer to National Qualification (NQ) Levels fully in S4. 

Stage CfE Levels NQs

By end of P3 Level 1

By end of P7 Level 2

By end of S3 Level 3 and Level 4 National 3/4/5

By end of 
S4

National 3/4/5

By end of S5 National 3/4/5/

Higher (6)

By end of S6 Nat. 3/4/5

Higher (6)

Advanced Higher (7)

S3-6
NQ

Levels 

CfE 
Levels 
S1-3



Assessment Structure

National 2/3/4: Ongoing Unit assessments + assignments + no 
final exam.  Graded as Pass or Fail

National 5: Coursework assignments + final exam. 

Graded A,B,C

Grade D or No Award 

More information on course content & assessment 
arrangements can be found on the SQA website

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/45625.html


All pupils are expected to work towards achieving a qualification in each 
of their 8 subjects. The Working Level level can be National 2, 3, 4 or 5.  
The final Working Level is based on their progress in S4.  All pupils must 
remain in their subjects throughout S4 and target a qualification.

The prelims in November 2021 are used by many subjects to help 
determine the final working levels e.g. N5 or N4.   Generally a prelim 
grade A-D at N5 will ensure entry to the final May N5 exams.  However for 
most courses there will be further assessment opportunities.   Some 
#ÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÁÒ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÍÁÙ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ 
working levels following the prelims. 

More information about prelims is found on later pages. 

Level of National Qualification Presentation



COVID and Exams 

National 5 exams will proceed as normal in May 2022 unless there is a 
change to public health advice. 

Most S4 courses have been modified to reduce course content and 
reduce assessments. Many assignments have been removed for 2021-22. 

If public health conditions do not allow for an exam diet to take place, 
and contingency arrangements will be put in place.

Further information will be provided in this case.  



Best efforts andpositive attitude are required.  Pupils should aim 
to produce high quality work. 

S4 prelims are rapidly approaching and revision should start now. 

With age comes increased responsibility, to the school and 
themselves.  It is important that S4 pupils see themselves as role 
models for younger year groups. 

Some S4 pupils have the opportunity to become school prefects 
in January during the S5/6 prelims. 

2. School Expectations for S4



Continue positive relationships with other pupils and school staff ɀsome 
classes may have new teachers and pupils

Good punctuality & attendance ɀpupils attendance is monitored each 
period.  All must arrive on time.  If pupils are consistently late or miss 
classes without reason parents and carers will be contacted. Pupils can 
be placed on attendance sheets and can lose break and lunchtime 
privileges.  

Dress code is strongly encouraged, it gives a sense of belonging and pride 
in the school, discourages competition between pupils, bullying and 
victimisation.  We need parents and carers support with this. 



Dress code in action!





Support for Pupils
Pupil Support Leaders (PSLs) are the Heads of each 
House and provide help andsupport to pupils as well as 
providing information, advice and guidance. They work 
in close partnership with teachers, parents/carers and 
other specialist agencies.  In addition they:

- Deliver PSE ɀorganisational/study skills/learning 
styles/note taking

- Review tracking and teacher comment reports

- Wellbeing overview of pastoral/personal care

- Overview of educational needs

- In class support (pupil support assistant/S6)

- Attendance ɀsometimes alternative arrangements 
and adjustments are required.    PSLs and DHTs 
coordinate this and liaise with teachers.    

Boroughmuir Houses ɀHouse Heads

Hartington - Miss Grant 
Leamington - Miss Nisbet
Montpellier - Mr Mcllwaine
Viewforth - Mr Brandie 
Westhall- Mrs Wallace 

3. School Support



Support for Learning (SfL) 
Mrs Hall, Support for Learning Leader and the team of specialist 
Support for Learning Teachers, Officers and Pupil Support 
Assistants (PSAs) 

- Provide support in classes and in 1:1 settings, to ensure that the 
effects of learning difficulties or disabilities are minimised

- Offer specialised teaching to develop necessary language and 
learning skills

- Promote understanding of additional support needs

- Develop effective teaching and learning approaches for pupils 
with additional support needs

- Identify and implement assessment strategies and ensure that 
the results are reported to parents

- )ÎÖÏÌÖÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÏÎȭÓȾÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒȭÓ 
progression  throughout secondary school

- Support pupils in our Hub


