
Boroughmuir High School

S2 Future Choices
Thursday 5th March 2020 

Our Vision

To ensure a confident, nurturing & inclusive learning 
community where ALL achieve their true potential & 

embrace life’s challenges.



Welcome                                      D Dempster (HT)

Future Choices Beyond S2 J Presly (DHT S1/2)

Welcome to S3                         C Hembury 

Curriculum Leaders: C Nisbet, C Braisby, G 
Hearnden 

Any Questions 7.45-8pm 



Ms J Presly DHT S1/2 

1. Our Curriculum

2.  The Story So Far

3.  Next Steps 



Our Curriculum 
Structure 
& 
Rationale



Broad General Education (BGE) 
Eight Curricular Areas (14 subjects) 



Curriculum for Excellence Progression







BGE

S1 – BGE - 14 subjects in total 

S2 – BGE - 13 subjects + 1 Enrichment Choice 

S3 – 8 Subjects CfE level 3/4 – start towards NQs    

S3 Pupil Profile produced – review of all 8 curricular areas

Review and alter programme of study for some pupils

Senior Phase

S4 – continue with up to 8 subjects  at Nat 3/4/5 

S5 – up to 5 x Highers and Nat 3/4/5

S6 – AH & Highers & Nat 3/4/5



 

Literacy/Numeracy/Health & Well Being/ICT

        CfE areas       M aths               Language   Soc. Subj.    Science  Expressive       Tech.       HWB   RM E 

S1
Maths English 

Modern 

Lang

Hist/Geo/

Mod St
Sci 

Mus/Art/ 

Drama

CDT/ICT/ 

HE 

PE/HWB/ 

PSE
RME 

Junior Phase 

        CfE areas       M aths               Language   Soc. Subj.    Science  Expressive       Tech.      HWB   RM E 

S2
Maths English 

Modern 

Lang

Hist/Geo/

Mod St
Sci 

Mus/Art/ 

Drama

CDT/ICT/ 

HE 
Choice

PE/HE/ 

PSE
RME

Junior Phase 

        CfE areas       M aths               Language   Soc. Subj.    Science  ----- all CfE curricular areas -----      HWB   RM E 

S3
Maths English 

Modern 

Lang

Hist/Geo/

Mod St
Sci 

Choice/ 

Vocational 

Choice/ 

Vocational 

Choice/ 

Vocational 

PE/HWB/ 

PSE
RME 

Junior Phase 

S3 PROFILE LEARNER REVIEW
Literacy/Numeracy/Health & Well Being/ICT

        CfE areas       M aths               Language   Soc. Subj.    Science  ----- all CfE curricular areas -----      HWB   RM E 

S4 Maths English 
Modern 

Lang

Hist/Geo/

Mod St
Sci

Choice/ 

Vocational 

Choice/ 

Vocational 

Choice/ 

Vocational 

PE/PSE/ 

STUDY
RME 

Senior Phase 

    -----------    All CfE  curricular

S5 Choice/ 

Vocational

Choice/ 

Vocational

Choice/ 

Vocational

Choice/ 

Vocational

Choice/ 

College/ 

Voc. Tracking

Activity/ 

PSE Study Senior Phase 

    -----------    All CfE  curricular

S6
Choice/ 

Study/ 

Vocational

Choice/ 

Study/ 

Vocational

Choice/ 

Study/ 

Vocational

Choice/ 

Study/ 

Vocational

Choice/ 

College/ 

Voc. Tracking

Activity/ 

PSE Senior Phase 

areas             -----------

areas             -----------



Positive & Sustainable Destinations



Traditional (familiar?) Route to 

University/Employment

University

Employment

National 4 Nationa

l 5

Higher



Senior Phase pathways

University

Full-time 

college

School 

College 

Partnership

Modern  

Apprenticeship

Graduate 

Apprenticeship

Employment

National 4

Academies

Nationa

l 5

Higher

Foundation 

Apprenticeshi

p

NC

HN
C

HND



The “S2 Course Choice” Story So Far 



Support for Pupils

Ms C Nisbet 



• Feb  – Choice Packs issued to S2 in PSE

• Jan/Feb – Information at S2 Assemblies

• Monday 24th Feb – Careers Hive Event

• 5th March  - Full Reports Issued to parents

• Tuesday 1oth March – Parents’ Evening 4.30-7pm

• Fri 20th March – Deadline for S3/4 course choice sheets to be 
completed online

• March/April – we will let pupils know if choices need to change for 
any reason

• May/June – Classes made up and new timetable 9th June 





S2 to S3 Online Course Choice –

TOOLS website

• TOOLS = TimeTabler Options On-Line System

• Pupils issued in PSE with

• 1. Pupil Guide

• 2. Course Choice sheet

• 3. website address, individual username and passwords. 

• https://www.studentoptions.co/S2-BOR

https://www.studentoptions.co/S2-BOR


















Summary 
• All pupils will be studying English and Mathematics / Applications of 

Mathematics and this will not feature in the course choice sheet.  

• Modern Languages are also compulsory and pupils continue these from 
the subject studied in S2. Pupils are asked to choose either:     German  /  
French / Mandarin

• Only pupils who have been previously advised should choose ‘Science’.   
All other pupils should choose Chemistry, Biology or Physics.

Further Guidance: 
•S2 Futures Course Information Evening ….today! 

•Pupil Support Leaders, Careers Advisor (Lou Murphy) 

•Email 
coursechoice@boroughmuir.edin.sch.uk



Welcome to S3



Welcome to S3

99% of current S3 happy or mostly happy with 

their choice of subjects.

Reasons for not getting first choice:

➢ Two subjects in the same column

➢ Too few pupils (10/15)

➢ Too many pupils



Welcome to S3

➢ In addition:

➢ Classes are not populated using 1st come 1st served.

➢ We might do some internal reorganisation to ensure 

pupils get 1st choice.



Welcome to S3

• What if a pupil makes the wrong choice?

➢ Continue with choice during June 2020 – review in August 

2020. 

➢ No changes after September 2020

(more information at S3 Parents Info Evening in August).

➢ Re-coursing – we always liaise with parents.



Home Study Support 



The S3 Experience
June 2020 New timetable. Pupils follow 8 subjects 

at CfE level 3/4, leading to National 3/4/5.

Sept/Oct 2020 S3 Welcome Evening & Tracking report

November 2020 Parent Consultation Evening

Jan/Feb 2021 2nd Tracking report

May 2021 S3 Pupil Profile Completed 

April/May 2021 S3 Assessments

June 2021 Full progress report (based on year’s 

work and S3 assessments).  

End of S3 Learner Review – in PSE 



Beyond S3 – The Senior Phase

• Presentation for National Qualifications in S4: 

– National 3 No Exam (pass/fail)

– National 4 No Exam (pass/fail)

– National 5 Exam (A/B/C/D/no award)



1 2 3 4 5 6

Mon English History Physics Music Maths French

Tue PE PE Maths Graphic

Com.

Chemistry History

Wed Chemistry French Physics English Music Graphic

Com.

Thurs French Music PSE HWB 

ROTA

& Award

English Chemistry

Fri Graphic

Com.

History Maths Physics



Progression Routes from S2 to S6 

and beyond
S2 S3 S4 S5 S6 Destinations

3W 
Working 
Within

Third level/ 
Fourth level

National 3/ 
National 4

National 4 National 5 → Training/Employment/
Further Education

3P
Progressing

Fourth 
level/ 
National 4

National 4 National 5 Higher → Higher Education/ 
Further Education/ 
Training/ Employment

4W
Fourth 
level/  
National 4

National 5 Higher Advanced 
Higher

→ Higher Education/ 
Further Education/ 
Training/ Employment

4P
Fourth 
level/ 
National 4

National 5 Higher Advanced 
Higher

→ Higher Education/ 
Further Education/ 
Training/ Employment



Any further questions:

• contact your child’s Guidance Teacher

or 

• contact a member of SLT


